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TO THE CHIEF GEOLOGIST:
& gupposed Oil Seepege
H4. ﬁaxurra. Gel twond Eeach

' The area wes inspected on 8/6/60 end 9/6/60 iﬂucompany with
Mr, R. Twist of Geosurveys, Mr. D. Schultz of Rendelsham and e
Mr. Legget. . S

ALocation:'

The floating oil was reported to heve been observed sone
sixty feet offshore (high water) from a point + mile south of the
Mayurra~Rivoli Bey hundred boundary, or, more precisely 150 yards
south of Pethar's rocke (local name). - N

General :

The alleged seepage has recently been observed by several
residents covering an area of up to half an acre with a dense
black £ilm which did not appesr to move greatly durlng the period
of observation. : o »

No indications of the flosting 0il were seen on either of
the vislts mede, but evidence of its presence was found along the
besch for a distance of 200-250 yards south of Pether's Rocks in
the form of nunercus blobs of dark brown greasy material occurring
along the high tide mark on the beach. These had been deposited
within the last two weeks (and probebly quite recently), as
extremely rough seas and high tides at the time of the Pacific
tidal wove sctivity would have removed sny pre-existing deposits
of this nature. Some blobs which hed epparently been inapissated
were found further up on the beasch, presumably driven there by
storms. ’ '

Semples of both types cf materisl were taken and tested
. under s FPluorcscope, but no fluorescence could be observed. An
attempt was made to burn the masterial, and despite the presence of

wakr 42 in the samples, they burned fairly resdily with a sputtering

flame strongly reminescent of pitch.

Several local residents were interviewed with regard to
wrecks in the immediate viceinity of the aslleged seep, end the

"eloeest reported wreck is that of the sesiling ship "Geltwcod" some

three miles further south along Geltwood Beach. Other wrecks have
occurred but all hsve been at least 5 miles from the seep. The
volume of oil involved and the shallow depth of water tend to
reduce the likelihood of & sunken ship being the source of 0il, but
this could only be accurstely determined by submerine inveatigation.

The alternative, of the materiesl being crude oil which hes
floated ashore from tankers or oil burners, is considerably reduced’
by the constant location of reported appearances. The distribution
of segweed, driftwood and shells along Geltwood Beach is fairly
uniform, snd it would seem indeed foruitous if floating oil
happened to arrive at the same locastion on each oégasion;

Some difficulty may be encountered in future investigation
as the track ascross the sandhills into Geltwood Beach is falrly
rough and may become almost impassable in summer. In addition, the
beach itself is reported to be dangerous to small craeft at most
times, enc as the intermittent occurrence of the floating oil is
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meinly during perioda of rough ses, exemination of the ses floor
at such times ies likely to prove hazsrdous.
Conclusiongs
The present evidence strongly fevours the existénce of a

genuine oil seep, and further observetion with o view to collect-
ing some of the floasting materigl is recommended.

G_‘ J G 7 ..T'ﬁ []
Geologist
HYDROY.CGY
GJCsPAL
17/6/€0
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0il Oécurrénce ~ South Eagt.
' Mr. E.G. Tims.

Following a letter to the Premier from Mr. E.G. Tims
regarding a supposed oil occurrence at Salt Creek in the South
East, he and his sister Mrs. R. Gall have been contacted,

- Mrs. Gall was visited at her residence, 133, North Parade,

Underdale, and related the following information. Mrs. Gall is 86

years of age, and she and her late husband once owned a property at
8alt Creek, The oily material, found lying on the surface and in
mud cracks, is golden brown in colour and greasy, and can be burnt
on a camp fire. An American company brought out expensive drilling .

_ equipment 54-55 years ago and after drilling left suddenly and plugged.

the hole, The drilling plant and their silver cutlery was left behind.

‘Mr, Gall had given £500 or £5,000 to this company which is supposed

to have left because Australia was buying petroleum from the United
States. The location of -the drilling equipment or remains 1s near

" . Salt Creek shack behind a dry lagoon about two miles east of the

Coorong road. In 1939 an American ngmed Hautpick (spelling not sure)
spent some timé at Salt Creek and in trying to raise money to release

a drilling plent held by the Customs. He was unsuccessful in raising
the money and shot himself on North Terrace. Mrs. Gall has g convictic
which she claims to share with people in the "South East" thet oil can
definitely be found at Salt Creeks ’ -

Bulletin No. 22 entitled "The Search for 0il in South |
Australia" by L. Kelth Ward refers to seven bores near Salt Creek.

: The boré which Mrs. Gall mentions as having been sunk
54=~55 years ago could quite possibly be the one mentiocned by Ward
as drilled in 1892. This bore paseed through 365 feet of Tertiary

" beds and continued to 922 feet bottoming in Precambrian marble.
"The bore-was sunk by the Salt Creek Petroleum Company in an area
.where masses of coorongite were found as long ago as 1852. In 1922

the Coorong Oil Company sunk a bore to 924 feet which bottomed in
Precambrian slate. In 192 three holes were drilled to 650 feet, 656 f
and 710 feet respectively. One entered phyllite at about 190 feet, aft

" ¢praversing Tertiary sediments. The other two appear to have been

abandoned while still in Tertiary sediments. A thin film of o0il is
reported to have been seen on the water coming from 352 feet to 385

‘feet in the deepest of the three holes.

In 1932 gnd 1933 two horeholes were drilled by Enterprise
0il Prospecting Company to depths.of 606 feet and 1450 feet. Both
entered slate and schist bedrock at depths of 518 feet and LOO feet
respectively. : ~

Coneclusion. .

_ The golden brown material to which Mrs; Gall makes refer-
ence is prpbably the coorongite of algal origin and is a superficial
deposit elated to natural petroleum. ’ ‘
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The bore sunk in 1892 could be the one referred to by
Mre. Gall as the age is in closer agreement to her brother's
estimate of 60 to 70 years.

The considerable cil search activity in the Salt Creek
area has been based entirely on the presence of superficial coorongite.
Precambrian rocks are found at shallow depth below the Tertiary
sedimentary cover and no further.investigation is considered
warranted,

13/7/59 . ' :
ERH:IDP GEOLOGICAL ASSISTANT.

~ URAKIUN & FUEL.

TO_THE_CHIEF GEOLOGIST:

" Mr. Hillwood's report on his interview with Mrs. Gall

and Mr, E.G. Timms is forwarded. I concur with his views end
recommendation that nc further action is required,

WJ:IDP .
13/7/59 ' _ SENIOR GEOLOGIST.

URANIUM & FUELS SECTION,



/ / Supposed occurrence of oll seepage
Geltwood Beach

Geltwood Beach was inspected on 10/2/59 with lr,
M.Ce Schinkel of Mlllicent and a Mr, Schulz of Rendelsham,

According to both gentlemen the seepage has been
sighted at 1ntervals along a mile of beach, commencing :
approximately % mile to 1 mile south of the boundary between -
the Hundreds of Mayurra and Rivoll Bay.

The coastline here consists of sandy beach alternating
with stretches of low cliff carved in Recent to Plelstocene
acolianite and backed by active recent dunes. At places wave
cut benches have been eroded in the acolianite and low stacks
protrude above high water mark,

oL

No gbsolutely convincing seepage was observed at the
time of the visite. A persistent brown staining was observed at
one spot approximately 50 feet offshore. This did not move
during the period of 1 hour for which 1t was observed., A number
of' blobs of black soft grease like materilal with a greasy odour
were plcked up on the beach, and further inland, where they had
been driven, presumably by winter stormse.

The brown staining could not be explained by reference
to seaweed as this was present all along the coast, nor does it
seem likely that it was olly resldues drifted in from the open
ocean, as otherwise i1t would have shifted during the period of
dbservation-

While not a confirmation of the presence of a genuine
oil seep, the present observatlon, taken in conjunction with
earlier reports, particularly that of J. O'Mara of the Frome Broken
Hill geologlcal exploratory team, does indicate the neced for
further careful investigation.

The alleged seep is reputed to be more active in rough
weather and is intermittent, and it i3 suggested that the most
effective way of checking on the authenticity of the seep would
be for a competent observer to camp on the beach for one or two \
weeks in rough weather., This could be better left for the oil
exploration licence holder to do as the presence of an oll seep
would vitally affeet exploration programmes in the area,

In the meantime 1t has been arranged that any member of
this section travelling to the South~East will visit the occurrence
as opportunity offers,.

My present opinion is that the evidence favours a genuine
seep occurring in the sea off Geltwood Beache.

We Johnson
Senior Geologist f/
- FUEL & URANTUM SECTTION

WAk ooy / el L G =7y %y
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DEPARTMENT OF MINES

A155/1 RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT BRANCH
7 ‘ Flemington Street, Parkside, S.A.

e 208 -O0 0 DO Ty - - -19 584
Chief Geologist, '
Government Offices,
Rundlec Stireet,
The Saﬁplg'marked A 1916/58 has been submitted to exanination.
It consists of black semisolids probably of minefél origin. There
is some evidence to sugcest that the material is a refinery

residual vhich is commercially used as a heavy fuel oil.

Locality: Crease sample from beach at high tide level, Celtvood
Beach, 12 miles S. of Rendelsham. Hundred: llayurra.

Source: V. Johnson, Mines Department (Ex: H.C. Schinckel,
¥2ily Street, [illicent)

Tho;;gas R, Fmﬁﬁo
[ . | CHIEF ATALYST.
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- . £l Sample NoA/-iLé !

Reference..______ . I

Application for Examination of Specimens or Samples

DESCRIPTION AND MARK -’é,r-@m MM,LQ& .g

LOCATION: County Distance, direction and name of nearest

Hundred . W”;W"ﬁ town or station. /2 s 5 "/‘““ML*
Section No No. of Claim or Lease —

Pastoral Lease (if out of Hundreds) ... ...
METHOD OF COLLECTION: *Representative or picked material.

. *Taken from surface, open working, prospecting shaft, underground working,

borehole, ete. Breel. o ‘Uld;‘\. 23(( M

. ’ d _‘.'

ESTIMATED SIZE OF OCCURRENCE._ .. .

‘ ¢ Mes 7 AdA

HAS THE MATERIAL BEEN PREVIOUSLY EXAMINED? [ L2 . Ny T

NAMES OF KNOWN PURCHASERS

INFORMATION REQUIRED

NAME

ADDRESS. _____ Can

_ Please forward to:—
' The Director, .
Department of Mines, o -
31 Flinders Street, Date 3. [@. 5—/
ADELAIDE, S.A.

* Strike out whichever does not apply. *

OFFICE USE ONLY

Approved for submission to:—

Assay Department for

- ———-Geological Thaboratory-for--- R

Other Departments

Remarks. .. O —

Director of Mines.

i 'u\‘ /o33 g' ’ e /19

2u—3.55 6161
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UNCLASSIFIiD,
DEPARTHENT OF MINES
Sbuﬁh Australia

INSPECTION OF ALLEGED OIL, SEEPAGK AREA
AT ROBE: SUOTH AUSTRALIQ.

" INTRODUCTIORN.

Following represeltations frcm a Hr, H. Featherstone,
the writer arranged to 1nspects in that gentleman's eompany,

a section of the coastline near Robe; where a seepage of

. 0il was said to have been séehe Mr., Featherstone,

who is a very old gentleman (86 years) remembers that when a

.small schaol boy living at Robe., he‘was in the habit ef playing

along the saa front east of the main strip of beach facing

- -the harbour. _ on occasions, when the sea was calm and the

tide high he had seen an 1rtdeseent film floating out to-

"sea in a narrow strip emanating from near the sbore. ‘Hls

father had told~him that thisrwas an oil seepage.

He had 1eft Robe as a lad but he reports revisiting
the town for its Centenary‘celebratisns, sbout 7 years ago:
When he again saw'the colours on the water', Although he
appaars somewhat hazy about the detaila of this visit, he

recollects tnat the water wss rather ‘rough.

PRESKNT INSPECTIOHN

Mr. Feathorstone arrived at Robe on the afternoon of
8th.March, 1954 and the writer joimed him on Wednesdays,
10th March, at about 10.30 a.m.  During the previous day
and eérly on Wednesday morning..Mr; Peatherstone had made
repeated visits to the headland overlooking his reeolleéted

site of the "oil seepege" but could £ind mo trace of the

“eolours®.
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The writer accompanied him late in the morning of the
10th March, and searched along the headland over a distance of
~ about 360 yarda but could find no tracs of‘any "colours" or
B ' seepage. The sea was particularly cealm at the time and
conditions were “ideal", according to Mr. Featherstone, for
sighting the seepage, if it occurred. Although the cliffs,
which consist of current bedded aeolianite (Pleistéceue)
standing about 15 ft. abové the beaeh, have been undcrminead
and havé collapsed s0 that their presént configuratibn has
probably changed somewhat during the last 70 - 80 years,
Mr. Featherstone seemed reacsonably confident that the location
- of the seepage of colours of his boyhood days was indeed -
% within the area visited by us. This area is the strip of
coast line immediately north of the recreation ground in the

Robe township.

i " CONCLUSIONS

V Whilst not doubting the sinéerity of Mr. Featherstone's
motivesjin reportingAthis seepage, the writer is convinced
that if there usd been, as claimed, a cortinuous seepage of

‘ irigescent film on the water at the loeality indicated,

or even an intermittent significant seepage over the inter-

i

vening years since his boyhood; the place is so close teo
habitations of the township that 1ts occurrence would Have

been common knowledge and it would have baen reported long

agoe There are a oumber of possible explanations of the .
occasional presence of an iridescence upon the sea watoer,

There is nothing to indicate that an iridescence such as
reported was produced by mineral oil seeping from a subterranean

fracture and emerging into the sea in this locsality.

It is recommended that no further action be taken.

" (K.R. Miles)

&

Ny

SENIOR GuOLOGIST
ENGINSERING GEOLOGY & MINERAL R&SOURCES SECTION

KRM:CO
11th March, 1954,
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70 THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MINES:

Mr, Hiern's report on his inspection of the supposed
0il occurrences on Kangsroo Islamd is forwarded., I concur in
his conclusions and it is considered that no further action
is necessary other than forwarding the report to the Minister
of Mines for information.

ﬁ. Johnson
SENIOR GEOLOGIST

UEL & URANIUM SECTION

® ‘ WI:AGK
20/2/58
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{3.2.8, Mitehmi))

Hr, JeVelse Mitohell of Haley Bench has voluntesred
tnforantion sboud ssepages of aavhaltic asterial known 10 his
suoestors,. Sexs asphaltio materisl was fount, Wt this coild
not have originated from ithe outeropping rocie. Btmﬁﬁﬁn Lo
the $ide from & distant source ie poetulated.

In an interview with m Dim‘tar of dines,
BY. J.%.5. ditohell of Herley ieaoh reperte? that his aamm, :
who were Whalers s Xengeroo Isiand, used to obtain supniies of
aa ssphultic ceterisl, for omdking bosts, from o satursl secpoge
neer Falss Cemm. QOaﬁmanﬁm%b&oametm
coast of the island towards the sastorn and, dut Hr, Hitchell
ssaxed 40 think that the False Cans t0 which he reforred wus
situsted slong Antschamber Loy. The ssphaltic materiel wes
reperéed to us ifssuing from the sant at lew tide Bt the sxact
1ooation was kept & family sscret.

Tha scastline sleng Antechasber Jay sud at Telse Caps
was fospected by the writer im Novemder, 1957. |

in a seavoh such as this, lotal knowledpge of the area
W is 2 waluoatle aid, Ap-recistion iwx expressed 1o sany
1o0al restdents who yveadily save informméion asl 4n partionler
%0 Wy, Sert Wiscn, of Grasey Yisd, who ackwl as guide on the
visit $o Fxlse Cape,



Bsfm ts ﬁm mm af Mﬁu w3 mmwm
maﬁal snmammaf!ammiﬂ.mﬁm%mﬁ&mm

!ﬂiaﬁm m&mﬂm¢ : .
¥ioivg Doview 32 p, 40,

Kining Teview 3 p, 64
Miatng Peview 51 e 62,
® | iulletin 2 of the Seologlesl mwmmn&a "
© PP 1T-A5
Bulletin 22 af*has’zm»gieﬁ W&m& st

The reater is :'-farua - %hu R&xgsevf& 4 nile g«&@gﬁaﬂ
shost of tim t'ea}.ag:&w urvey of Jouth auﬂmm ‘ ,

In th& sawtern portion of the f{elend, m:«a *thc imﬁmﬁm
wore made, the Lageaent rocks comaist of ammam.tm schistoee
2 setes of the Renmantos Group (Lower “slesomeie) med striks ¥,R.

ant Aip n‘k moderate to steen andes o the ".7%, Inlamt these
 secks are almest estirely coversd by Tleietecene consclidsied dune
© liusstenes an Recont sanis Wit are well exposed nleng portiens of

@ ths comat. A lower Valasospic mu outerens in the vicinmity of
Cape ¥iiloaughdy.

The bay 18861 ix sade up of Teosnt besch sande apd
irend dunes, Nock sutorops sesur only ot tie northern sn? southers
enie mm stoorly dipping deds of dark compast quartstve
and ﬁm mﬁﬁt& whick are Areverged bBY fuacTONS mx Parte
and M"l&ﬁt mm

he oy traoe of petroliferous matorial wes & small

petch (mz the sims of "*f») of hard Wiaek matorial feund sihoring
20 & rounded henider lying on the hesch to the west of Cape '

V4
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St. Aldans. The boulder was eitusted betwson low and high weter

“o avidencs of o naturel seopage of the asga&aﬁw
naterisl was aseny in fuet the nature of the rocke exnoeed auczested
an sxtronsous origin,.

6.2. ZSousth Cosat _

| Hany local residents of Wamkg of an oil
secpage at the bose of the Conatsl dliffe in Section 330, HA.
Dudiey. This is deseribed by Dr. Uamd on page 15 of Imlletin 2,
His gomsents wers s follows |

% resnieess 48 situated ct '}g. distancs of & mile
and & half to the westward of the mouth of the Hoz Nay Fiver,
{#lson River) 4t this plsce the bad rock cuterenping on the shorve
is an exceedingly dense dark coloured guartsite and ahowe this
foadation are 70* - 100% of csloarepus send 4n o atute of
seai-ccherent sgoregation. A bore has been drilled through thess
poda of sand, but no information other than that afforded »y the
cl4ff sections in the vicirdty has basn obtained. It 1s clatmed
now that the hore wad & failare d»acaues it otopped ot bsdreck. The
texture of the latter is by mo means such that it might de
~ Tegsrded a8 & possidle reserveir of petzoleum. fFhe outcrop on
the shore has lonsz hesn wave henten and the jJoint plancs have
westherad superfioislly into definod m& It ceomo reasonuble
$0 infer that the ides of a supposed ssphaliic syring arces from
the discovery of a siranied sass of ssphultum, which under the
inflvence oFf the hot sun at Yow water Become plastic amd graluslly
stapted iteelf %o the form of the orevice, Such & mass might ihen
sppear to be "oosing out of the rodk” inetead Of O 4%, ms would
reslily bhe the omoe.”
This socourience wes visitsd onid the views of the writer,

with one small wmiristion, are in agreement with thoss of Dr., Faxd,



The inepection wos mode on & warm to hot Lovember day

in wid atternnon, Wit the asphsltua was of the consistancy of
80334ified tar - AifNloulty wae encountered in SorRving off a
saspile. OCthor writers hawe expresesd the wiew thet the asphaltua,
vhen fresh from the sen, contains weladiles and wonld thas be
iess viscous. It i3 possidle then, thal on the retreat of the
ses shioh deposited the aschaltum, it Tan down the rock £5 ite
Dreeent form ant on exposure to the sun the vola¥iles were driven
oat ant the ssphaltus hardened,

| A okwich from 4 vddsur transparency of the occuryence
is slown balow. The tranepuresuy itmelf {s filed in ths Fecords
Section - ‘

Sketch from colour transparency
by C. von der Borche. ‘

Pales Cope wae clso inepected. The orly meass of reashing
this is by an old Srask (now overgrewn and feund hy Nr. Tlsom
after soge 34f iculty) %o the comst ot & point abeut s mile weet
of Maes Caje amd thence by foot mlong the bhamodb. This dench



wsbim

5e tacked Dy high dunes and showed 2o 8ign of asphaliic waterial
sbove or balow high weter mexk, Mr. #lsen recelled thed sout
20 years agt & quantity of $his zsertal (asout & & four gellon
drus) was found or ths deach,
in @ swsll cowe, ismefiatsly weat of Falss Cape, the
deach comeins s maber of rvunied houlders of Ksmamoo Sroup
® guartsite, On thess &t end delow sormal high water mark, a thin
| Blmck 808le, Wuigh in places was pealins Off, ¥Was Observed.
A szateh of this from & cslsur traneparensy is aimm
belew. | |

‘—Normal high water mark.

——Same boulders coloured
' black by thin scale of
asphaltic material.

Sketch from colour transparency
by C. von der Borch.

Falese Coaps itsel? L2 made up of atessly dipping dexk
solouyed soapect guardsites shieh sre cut dy thin quaris stringers,
These rocks sre most unfavourable Lox the ocourrence of
patrolenm,



The writer fowsd m evidense t5 comtradict “he gesovelly
ascepted theory thet the sambaitts ocoufring on Rengaroo lalemt
has heen deposited by the sea., The wmristy ol rook msa; ranging
from Fre-Combrian to Lecent on whichk this uaterisl is found %n
South Austrelis end the position of ihe ocgourranses betwesn hish ]

o ard low water wark are Lrrefutshle svidence for a ti5al means of
&eposition from a distant source. -

in this instance, the rvocke are dense gusrtsites of 4w

unfossilifersusn iarnantoo Gmp which haw andergote ssae
_ . mtmrm and uave boen intyuded by guarts veinm.

Suck geological scalitions are most unfawourahia for the
secamitntion of il ‘

® ik
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Deptl. Samp1e7No.'?:.5}7/5?).(-
PLA/ST. 4.7 519/5T.

.oovlo;ln ‘e

L L I R R N N TR

PETROLCGICAL REPORT

Description of Sample(s) _Bituminous Matter,

 Marks or Nos. _K.I. 6, X,I, 13, K,I, 15,

Locality ete. _K.I.6 - Section 94, Hundred of Menzies:
K.I. 13, Section 330 - Hundred of Dudley;

K.I, 15 - Section 432, Hundred of Dudley.

Submitted by M.N, Hiern, Uranium & Fuel Section. .

P, 517/57 - K.I. 6

: The pitcn shows inclusions of shells. It was probably
washed ashore (from a ehip?) in fairly soft condition and in :
rolling it picked up shell debris ete. After being lodged on
exposed rocks of the shore, 1t melted, flowed and hardened.

P 518/57 - X.XI. 13

This may repregent flows of melted and re-hardened
pitch.

P, 519/57 = K.I. 15

There 1s no evidence of bituminous matter, The dérk
film on the rock congisgts probably of algol remains or seaweed,

Examined by H., ¥, Fander,

- - ¢ N L -
—— - = R
. p—

A, W, Wnittle,
CHIEF WTNERALOGIST AND
T PETROLOGIST.

7/1/58.




Deptl. Sample No. .ZE-. 516/57..
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PETROLOGICAL REPORT

Description of Sample(s) Rocis.
Marks or Nos. X, I. 16.

Locality etc. _Section 33C; Hundred of Dudley.

Submitted by H.N, Hiern, Uranium & Fuel Section.

_ This rock is & quartzite (sensu stricto) whose principal
constituents are quartz, biotite, felspar and accessory apatite.
The quartz cccurs as large angular grains showing "strain-
shadows" and as smaller grains with mosalc=texture in the matrix.
Some wuartz, particularly the larger grains, shows sieve-
structure and secondary growth. The brown blotite occure as
small stubby laths in rough linesgtion. Sodic plagioclase occurs
as ill-Gefined anhedral patches, scme showing sieve-structure,
There are also occasiocnal patcheg of grephically~intergrown
guarivz and Ielspar, Weathering of biotite and felepar would
render the rock permesble, ‘but the main body of the rock is very
fresh and conmpsact. ,

Examined by : H. ¥, Bander,
s sl

A. T, Wnittle,

CHIIF MINZRALOGLST AND
PETHOLOGIST.

i CGIST
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TO_THE CHIEF GEOLOGIST:

Inspection of reported Cil Occurrence,

Section 306, HA. Adelaide.

At the request of Mr. A, Holland, an inspection of & bore
was carried out at the home of ¥Mr, A, Dalla Volle, Briar Road,
Payneham.

The bore, 60' deep has beén sunk from the bottom of a
cement lined well, §' below the surface. The bore is cased and
the gump placed at a depth of 12%, The pump machinery has an
abundanoce of lubricating oll and a considerahble quantity of this
oil is lying around the bore cesing at the bottom of the well.
The bore has penetrated Tertiary limestone.

Water is used Tor irrigating a2 market garden and is
conducted along open channels through the garden., An oily film -
vag obgerved on one of these chamnels after pumping had been in
progreas for % hour. No sample was teken during the inspection
ag Hr; Dalla Volle said that the film is sometimes much thicker.
He was instiructed on how to teke a sample and asked to bring one
into the Department when a better 'show' appears.,

It is oconcluded that the most likely source osf the oil
£ilm is from seepage of the excess lubrieating oil around the
gasing into the bore, No further work ie warrented other than an
examination of the forthooming sample from Mr. Dall Volle.

.N. HIERN
GEOLOGTS
MNH: PAL
21/1/60
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TO THE SENIOR GEOLOGIST:
URANIUM & FUEL SECTION:

Reported 0il Seepage at 340 Anza¢ Highway,
Mornington, Mrs, B.'H. Loveless.

A reported seecpage of oil at the above residence was -
inspected on 10/6/59 following a direct telephone enquiry by
Mrs., Loveless to Hon. Sir Lyell McEwin, Minister of Mines.

The "secepage" consists of several dark spots, none
larger than 2% x 2", on the cement front verandah of the
house. The spots appear olly and can be wiped off dut .
reappear in a few dayse. Several spots were wiped to explore-
a small black spot from which the oily material was apparently
seeping. The oily spots are confined to the cement front .
verandah and there is no suggestion of a groundwater seepage
near the property.

The phenomenon of oily material seeping from concrete
has no relation to natural petroleum or any connection to the
s0il below the cement. No explanation can be given by the
author, although a cement manufacturer or dbuilding contractor
1£1approached by Mrs. Loveless may offer a satisfactory explanta
ation.

ERH : CERF B, R. HILLWOOD

16/6/59 GEOLOGICAIL,_ASS ISTANT

TO THE CHIEF GEOLOGIST:

Reported Oil Seepage
Anzac Highway.

v A report by Mr. Hillwood on a suspected oll seepage
is forwarded for transmittal.,

No further action is necessary.

m%n A M. N. HIERN
:CERF ~GEOLOGIST
16/6/59 URANIUM & FUEL SECTION

\n
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TQ THR_CHIRF GEOLOGIST:

Two reports bylur. E. Hillwood, Geological Asaistant,
describing occurrences of oil like filwm in the vicinity of
Gresnock and Freeling are forwarded.

I concur with Mr. Hillwood's conclusions and submit -
these reports for transmittal to the persons concerned with
a copy for Mr. Laucke, ¥.P.

MNH: IDP .
8/6/59 for SENIOR GEOLOGIST.
URANIUM & FUBL SECTION.

59
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1. Iptroduction.

rolilowing & request by idr. Lsucke, wmeuboy for Barossa, on
behalf of lir. Kéwin H, Zilm of Daveyston, lr. Zilms has been contacted
and the reported cil £ila on water has bsen inspected.

2 Igsgeasigg;

The occurrence of an o1l like filw on seepage watsr as
reported by Ur. Zilm is situated on the roadside adjscent to his
property, Sections 170 and 206, Hundred of Nuriootpsm. ‘The area has
been mapped as part of the Xspunda L-mile geological sheet, the rocks
belonging to the Ajelaide System, Torrensisn Series shales and slates.
The seepage wns Spepected with Hr, 7ilwm, who 1pdicated small patches
of oily film on still pools of water, '

A ¥r. Z24ilm added that the film wae usually more obvicus spd
had bveen washed sway by rein that hed becn falliing all morning. The
seepage extends for 100 ysrds along the roadaide and the water issues
from the surface soil. No outcrop is found near the ssepnge.

3. Conoclusicn.

The presepnce of Adelalde System rocks preciuvdes the
ocourrence of oatural pstrolisum with scepage water. The oily film
can he attributed to hydrated iron oxide and is vieible where the
water is not running. ¥No further action is wurrantsd.

ERH: IDP

8/6/59 | QHOLOGICAL ABSISTANT.
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%, A, SCHIBVER,

1. Insroduction,

As requested by ir. Laucke, member for_za?aaea. on behalf
of Mr.%.A. Schirmer, the arsa of the raported oily sudbstapce was
visited in the absence of ¥r. Schiraer.

2. Ipspeotion.

dpr. Sehiraer of Freeling, Section 15, Hundred of Ligh$
could nmot be contacted on his property on the Gay of the 1nepeetion.
and enguiries ip Freeiing as to his whereabouts revealed that Mr.
aghirser is a diviner and is kiown as She "oil man*. The propsrty
liss within the ares dovered by the Kmpunda geological sheet and 1is
coversd by ailluvial deposits of Recent origin. Teprtiary ssndy lime-
stones are exposed imnediately to the east. The Recent and Tertiary
sediments ars probedbly underiain by Adelaide System, Torrensian Serles
rocks at & shallow depth. : ~

B %QG! ﬂﬂig&.

The reported cchre deposit could rot be found on the
above property and it is probeble that the deposit, if it oxists,
1ies elsswhere. A Mp, E. Schirmer dled from influenza on or about
188, June and slthough this has not been verified ss the adove Nr.
E.A. Sohirmer a further vieit to the areas i8 not warpanted,

ERH: IDP ‘
8/6/59 OHOLOJICAL ASBISTANT,
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IQ0 THE CHIEF GEOLOGIST:

Mr. Hillwood's report is forwarded., I
concur with his conclusions and reccommendation.

V. Johnson.

WT 2 AG, : SENIOR GEOLOGIST
27/2/59. URANIUM & FUEIL, SECTION.
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TO DENICR GEOLOGIST, URANIUM & FUEL:
REPORTED OCCURRENCE OF KEROSENE NEAR WILLIAMSTOWN.

le INTRODUCTI ON

Following a report by Mrs. Hameister, her mother,
Mrs, Bain, was contacted by phone, and during discussion it
was stated by Mrs Bain that her son, Mr. W. Tennant, knew
the location of the "Kerosene bore" which had been visited
by her husband about 25 years ago, who had reported that
kerosene was recovered from it,. )

2, INSPECTION

Mr. W, Tennant was visited at his residence in
Williamstown, and he stated that the bore was known loeally
as the "Kerosene bore" because at the time of drilling by
an American company kerosene was i’ down the bore, and
as a result of this "salting" drilling sludges showed and
smelt of kerosene., Details of this are lost in antiquity,
as the bore was sunk at least 60 years ago and probably
nearer 80 years.

2,1 Location: The author accompanied Mr, Tennant to an
area 4 mile below the Warren reservoir overflow and a
brief inspection was made of the southern bank of the creek
at the supposed location of the bore. Mre Temnant pointed
out that he had not visited the site for 20 years, and it
would be difficult to find the exact bore site.

2.2 Geology: The Gawler sheet of the 1 mile series covers
the area adequately., Muscovite and biatite schists of the
Adelaide system outcrop Bxtensively along both sides of the
ereck. The rocks belong .to an aluminous metasomatic zone of
the South Warren reservoir and sillinamite, kyanite; outile
and garnet formations are developed locally.

3 CONCLUSION

The reported occurrence of kerosene can be explained
by the reports of "salting" by kerosene as related by Mr.
Tennant. The Proterozoic system of high grade metamorphic
rocks precludes the occurrence of natural petroleum. No
younger sediments are found in the areas. Mrse Bain could be
informed of the inspeetion and that the reported occurrence
does not warrant further investigation.

ERH:AG, E. R. Hillwood
27/2/59. GEOLOGICAYL ASSISTANT.
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