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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

Special Facilities Licence (SFL) 10 was granted on 13 March 2014 to allow for the construction, 

maintenance and operation of a campsite, logistics yard and associated access tracks.  The 

licence is located in the Cooper/Eromanga Basin, South Australia.  This report details the work 

conducted during Licence Year 4 of the licence (13 March 2017 – 12 March 2018 inclusive), in 

accordance with Regulation 33 under the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Act 2000. 

 

 

2 PERMIT SUMMARY 

 

For the duration of the licence year, licensees for Special Facilities Licence (SFL 10) were: 
 

• Senex Energy Limited  100% 

 

SFL 10 covers an area of approximately 0.81km2 and is adjacent to Petroleum Production 

Licence (PPL) 242 which contains the Growler oilfield.    

 

 

Licence Year 3 concluded on 12 March 2018.  The following table displays the actual work 

completed up until the end of Year 4. 

 

Table 1         Final work completed (as of end of current reporting period) by licence year 
 

Licence Year 
Minimum Work 

Program 
Actual Work 

One 
13 March 2014 – 12 March 2015 

N/A 
Growler campsite: 
Installation of 52-man camp and associated facilities 

Two 
13 March 2015 – 12 March 2016 

N/A 
Growler campsite: 
Operation and maintenance of camp 

Three 
13 March 2016 – 12 March 2017 

N/A 
Growler campsite: 
Operation and maintenance of camp 

Four 
13 March 2017 – 12 March 2018 

N/A 
Growler campsite: 
Operation and maintenance of camp 
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3 REGULATED ACTIVITIES 
 

Pursuant to Regulation 33(3)(a)  

 

Activities conducted in SFL 10 during the licence year, associated with the operation and 

maintenance of the 52 man camp, consisted of:  

• New insulated container with ice machines and chilled potable water installed 
• Camp decking extensions to BBQ area and joining more rooms 
• Waste segregation further improved with separate cardboard, plastics and cooking oil 

bins 
• Kitchen grease trap cleaned twice  
• Septics system pumped out 
• TV's installed in every room 
• Fire Extinguishers inspected twice 
• Routine electrical test & tag, RCD testing completed  
• Potable water testing completed 
• Pest control completed twice 
• Two emergency drills completed 
• A/C outdoor unit shades installed for units exposed to direct sunlight 
• Cold room/freezer servicing and repairs 
• Replaced approximately 25 A/C units 
• Installed approximately 25 USB charging points in rooms 
• Replaced 4 washing machines 
• Replaced furniture in recreation room 
• Added table tennis and darts to recreation activities 

 

4 COMPLIANCE ISSUES 

 
Licence and Regulatory Compliance 
Pursuant to Regulations 33(3) (b) & (c) 

 

There were no instances of non-compliance with the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Act 

2000, the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Regulations 2013, the Statement of 

Environmental Objectives (SEO) for Cooper Basin Drilling, Completions and Well Operations 

(2015), or the Licence Conditions of SFL 10 during the licence reporting period. 

 

 

Compliance with Statement of Environmental Objectives  
Camp operation and maintenance activities conducted in SFL 10 have been assessed against 

the Statement of Environmental Objectives for Cooper Basin Drilling, Completions and Well 

Operations (2015). 
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Table 2 SEO for Cooper Basin Drilling, Completions and Well Operations (2015) 
 

Objective / Goals Assessment Criteria 
Compliant / 

Non-Compliant 
Comments 

1. No injuries, deaths 
or health impacts to the 
public or third parties 
from regulated 
activities that could 
have been reasonably 
prevented by the 
operator. 

All reasonable measures 
implemented to ensure no 
injuries or health risks to the 
public or third parties. 

 

Investigation conducted by a 
relevant government authority 
into any injury or death does not 
result in a prohibition notice 
pursuant to Section 195 of the 

Work Health and Safety Act 
2012. 

 

Compliance with the relevant 
legislation or approvals regarding 
noise and air quality. 

 

No unnecessary venting during 
well operations. 

 

Sewage and grey water to be 
managed in accordance with the 
South Australian Public Health 
(Wastewater) Regulations 2013 
or to the satisfaction of the 
Department of Health and 
Ageing. 

 

Compliant  No injuries or health risks to 
the public or third parties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compliant with noise and air 
quality requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sewage and grey water 
managed in accordance with 
regulations.  No spills or 
leaks from sewage treatment 
processing. 

 

2. Minimise impacts to 
native flora and fauna 
(terrestrial and aquatic) 
due to regulated 
activities or escape of 
petroleum, processed 
substance, chemical or 
fuel. 

Any escape of petroleum, 
processed substance, chemical 
or fuel is either immediately 
contained and removed or 
assessed in accordance with 
NEPM guidelines and remediated 
in accordance with relevant 
guidelines in a timely manner. 

 

No impact to rare, vulnerable or 
endangered flora and/or fauna, or 
important vegetation (as defined 
under Table A1) due to an 
escape of petroleum, processed 
substance, chemical or fuel. 

 

No overflow, spill or seepage of 
completions fluids from 
temporary holding ponds. 

 

No native fauna casualties that 
could have been reasonably 

Compliant  No spills/leaks outside of 
areas designed to contain 
them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No disturbances to native 
vegetation or fauna.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No native fauna casualties. 
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Objective / Goals Assessment Criteria 
Compliant / 

Non-Compliant 
Comments 

prevented. 

 

The attainment of 0, +1 or +2 
GAS criteria under well site 
construction (Table A1) for: 

o minimising impact to soil 

o minimising impact on native 
vegetation and native fauna 

 

The attainment of 0, +1 or +2 
GAS criteria under borrow pit 
construction (Table A3) for: 

o minimising impacts on soil 

o minimising impacts on 
vegetation. 

 

The attainment of 0, +1 or +2 
GAS criteria under borrow pit 
management (Table A3) for: 

o minimising water retention in 
the pit 

o minimising impacts to soil 

o minimising impacts on 
vegetation 

 

Solid wastes and foreign material 
to remain contained onsite within 
the well lease/operational area 
boundaries until disposed of at an 
EPA licensed facility, with the 
exception of drilling and 
completions benign solids to be 
disposed of in drilling sump. 

 

No uncontrolled fires resulting 
from regulated activities. 

 

The extent of soil erosion is 
consistent or less than 
surrounding land. 

 

For well site restoration and 
borrow pit rehabilitation GAS 
criteria refer to Objective 8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waste was reduced, recycled 
and disposed of in the 
optimal way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No fires occurred during the 
reporting period. 
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Objective / Goals Assessment Criteria 
Compliant / 

Non-Compliant 
Comments 

3. Minimise disturbance 
to drainage patterns 
and avoid 
contamination of 
surface waters. 

The attainment of 0, +1 or +2 
GAS criteria under well site 
construction for minimising 
disturbance to drainage patterns 
(Table A1) 

 

No new water affecting activities 
as defined under the NRM Act 
undertaken unless relevant 
permits have been obtained. 

 

No unauthorised discharge of 
water (or other liquids) or solid 
wastes to surface waters. 

Compliant  Disturbances to drainage 
patterns minimised.  

Contamination of surface and 
shallow ground water 
resources was avoided. 

 

 

 

 

 

No unauthorised discharges 
to surface waters. 

4. No introduction of 
new species of weed, 
plant, pathogen or 
pests (feral animal) and 
prevent the spread of 
existing species, as 
necessary. 

Presence/absence and 
abundance of pest plants and 
animals are consistent with pre-
existing conditions and/or 
adjacent land or where pest 
plants and animals are identified 
on operational areas, 
management plan is 
implemented immediately. 

 

Declared plants /animals are 
reported and managed in 
accordance with relevant 
regulations. 

 

The attainment of 0, +1 or +2 
GAS criteria under management 
and rehabilitation of borrow pits 
for minimise impacts on 
vegetation (Weeds)(Table A3). 

Compliant  No weeds or feral animals 
were introduced to, or spread 
in operational areas as a 
consequence of any camp 
activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Avoid damage, 
disturbance or 
interference to sites 
objects or remains of 
Aboriginal and/or non-
Aboriginal heritage. 

 

Aboriginal heritage surveys 
undertaken and sites are 
identified and avoided. 

 

Avoid damage, disturbance or 
interference to Aboriginal sites, 
objects or remains (“Aboriginal 
heritage”) as required by the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 
(SA) (“AHA”). 

 

Where damage, disturbance or 
interference to Aboriginal 
heritage is unavoidable then 
application for authorisation in 
accordance with section 23 of the 
AHA will be sought and 
appropriate consultation with 

Compliant  Disturbances to sites of 
cultural and heritage 
significance were avoided.   
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Objective / Goals Assessment Criteria 
Compliant / 

Non-Compliant 
Comments 

Aboriginal parties as required by 
section 13 of the AHA*. 

(*in appropriate circumstances, a 
‘risk management’ approach may 
be undertaken (see DSD-AAR 
Risk Management Guidelines) in 
which case a section 23 
application is not necessary.) 

 

Avoid damage/ disturbance to 
non-aboriginal sites where 
practicable. 

 

0, +1 or +2 GAS criteria are 
attained under construction of 
borrow pits to protect sites of 
natural scientific or heritage 
significance. 

6. Minimise loss of 
aquifer pressure and 
avoid aquifer 
Contamination. 

No uncontrolled flow to surface 
(e.g. blow out). 

Effective barriers exist to prevent 
crossflow between separate 
aquifer systems or hydrocarbon 
reservoirs as listed in Appendix 
B. 

 

No change in the capacity of 
third-party groundwater users to 
undertake their respective 
activities 

 

No unauthorised discharge or 
escape of any liquids (including 
water, petroleum, processed 
substance, chemical or fuel), or 
solid wastes to groundwater. 

 

Any escape of petroleum, 
processed substance, chemical 
or fuel is either immediately 
contained and removed or 
assessed in accordance with 
NEPM guidelines and remediated 
in accordance with relevant 
guidelines in a timely manner. 

 

Relevant government approval 
obtained for abandonment of 
radioactive tools if left downhole. 

 

No impact on groundwater 
dependant ecosystems as a 

Compliant 

  

Aquifer contamination was 
avoided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp activities did not affect 
third party groundwater 
users. 

 

 

 

No water (surface or 
groundwater) contamination 
as a result of fuel or chemical 
storage and handling. 
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Objective / Goals Assessment Criteria 
Compliant / 

Non-Compliant 
Comments 

result of groundwater extraction 
or contamination* (ie aquifers that 
may provide base flow to nearby 
waterholes). 

o Definition of contamination – as 
per section 5B of the 
Environment Protection Act 1993. 

7. Maintain stakeholder 
relationships and 
minimise disturbance to 
landowners and/or 
associated 
infrastructure. 

No unresolved reasonable 
stakeholder complaints. 

 

No disturbance to landholder 
activities as a result of regulated 
activities unless by prior 
arrangement. 

 

Where disturbance is 
unavoidable or accidental, 
infrastructure or land use is 
restored to the satisfaction of the 
landholder. 

 

For well site restoration and 
borrow pit rehabilitation GAS 
criteria refer to Objective 8. 

Compliant  No stakeholder complaints 
received. 

8. Rehabilitate land 
affected by regulated 
activities to agreed 
standards. 

The attainment of 0, +1 or +2 
GAS criteria under well site and 
access track restoration (Table 
A2) for: 
o minimising visual impact 
o revegetation of indigenous 
species 
o site left in a clean tidy condition. 

 
The attainment of 0, +1 or +2 
GAS criteria under rehabilitation 
of borrow pits (Table A3) for 
o minimising water retention in pit 
o minimise impacts to soil 
o minimise impacts on vegetation 
o minimise visual impacts 
o site to be left in a clean and tidy 
condition. 

 

No unresolved reasonable 
stakeholder complaints 

 

Note: Contaminated sites 
rehabilitated in accordance with 
Objective 2. 

Well decommissioning in 
accordance with Objective 6. 

Compliant  No rehabilitation works 
required or undertaken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No stakeholder complaints 
received. 

 

  



 

 

SFL 10 Annual Report Year 4 SFL10-COOP-TM-REP-002 Revision 0  Page 10 of 11 

 

 
Management System Audits  
Pursuant to Regulation 33(2) (d)  
 

A self-assessment of Senex’s Health, Safety and Environment Management Systems was 

completed during 2016.     

 

 

Report and Data Submissions  
Pursuant to Regulation 33(3) (e)  

 

Table 3           List of report and data submissions during current licence reporting year 

Description of Report / Data Date Due Date Submitted 
Compliant /  

Non-Compliant 

Year 3 Annual Report 12/05/2017 19/04/2017 Compliant 

Emergency Response Exercise Report - April 2017 - 9/05/2016 Compliant 

 
 

Incidents  

Pursuant to Regulation 33(3) (f) 
 

No serious or reportable incidents occurred during the reporting period. 

 

 

Threat Prevention  

Pursuant to Regulation 33(3) (g)  
 

No foreseeable threats identified. 

 

 

Future Work Program  
 

Activities planned for SFL 10 and the Growler Camp during Licence Year 4 include:  

 

• Upgrading/improving communications including emergency satellite communications. 

• Installing two, four bedroom on-suited accommodation blocks 

• Installing cattle grids at entry to the camp 

• Helicopter landing pad maintenance 

• Routine operations and maintenance 

 

5 EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 

 

Pursuant to Regulation 33(4)  
 

Please refer to Appendix 1 for the expenditure statement for the current reporting period.  
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