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ABSTRACT

The major mines at Moonta and Kadina
operated continuously from 1860 to 1923, and
then sporadically until 1938. About 9.1
million tonnes of crude ore were raised and
2.5 mill ion tonnes of dressed ore were
produced. Between 1890-1923, crude ore from
Moonta and Wallaroo mines averaged 3.39 and
3.61% copper respectively.

Output from Moonta-Wallaroo mlnlng field
'totalled about 336 000 tonnes of copper and
1 682 kg of fine gold ~ some of ,the 'gold was
obtained from purchased ore, including some
from Western Australia and. Tasmania. Most of
Wallaroo Smelters' output of 16 986 kg' of fine
silver was from purchased ore. From 1904
until 1923, an average of 0.34 g/tonne of fine
gold and 0.56 g/tonne of fine silver were
recovered from combined Moonta and Wallaroo
crude ore. Grades are not available from 1860
to 1889, and are confused by accounting
procedures, and purchased gold and silver ores
between 1890 and 1903.

Since 1969, further flotation of tailings
dumps from the old Devon Concentration Plant
has yielded an additional 187 tonnes of copper
metal and 6.22 kg of gold. .

INTRODUCTION

Wallaroo Mines and Moonta Mines were discovered in 1859 and

1861 respectively, and became significant events in the early

history of South Australia, evident by:

Moonta was the largest population centre in South

Australia except for Adelaide and had a population of

12 000 people in 1875.
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