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MICROPALAEONTOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF 
OBSERVATORY HILL BEDS 

Reques t Submi t t ed : C.G. Gatehouse (19 th J a n u a r y , 1977) . 

L o c a t i o n of Sample: L o c a l i t y P4-51/74- (Gatehouse , 1976) , 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6 km west of Obse rva to ry H i l l , 

GILES 1:250 000 s h e e t . 

S t r a t i g r a p h i c I n f o r m a t i o n : Limestone sample c o l l e c t e d 

f rom ?Cambrian Obse rva to ry H i l l Beds about 5 m 

below b a s e of type s e c t i o n (Wopfner, 1969) . 

M i c r o p a l a e o n t o l o g i c a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n : A f o u r - k i l o g r a m 

sample was d i s s o l v e d i n 15% a c e t i c ac id i n an 

e f f o r t to r e c o v e r p h o s p h a t i c m i c r o f o s s i l s . 

The r e s u l t i n g r e s i d u e was c o n c e n t r a t e d 

u s i n g heavy l i q u i d and e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c s e p a r a t i o n 

t e c h n i q u e s b e f o r e e x a m i n a t i o n . The 2 . 8 s p e c i f i c 

g r a v i t y , 1 . 5 amp. non-magnet ic f r a c t i o n v/as 

examined i n d e t a i l . A b r i e f . c u r s o r y examina t ion 

of t h e r emain ing r e s i d u e was a l s o made. 

No o r g a n i c m a t e r i a l was p icked from t h e s e 

r e s i d u e s . The r e s i d u e s have been r e t a i n e d f o r 

f u t u r e r e f e r e n c e . 
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