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INSPECTION OF ANOABOOKA AND 

An iaspectioa of the opalfields w aside between 30th April tad 

10th Hay, 1962. 

Id general, the requireaeats of the aioing regulations ore being 

ceaplied d t b la i satisfactory aanner but there are May elaias oa which 

l i t t l e or ao work 1ms beea dose. Pegging bat greatly iaproved la receat 

year* bat la soae places directioa treaches are poor. 

I t seeM likely* fro* iaforaatioa supplied by «iners* that 

production of opal froa both field* la less than at the saae tine last year 

bat aa I set oaly two buyers I was aot able to eoaflra this. 

AXnAKOOICA 

Andaaooka opalfleld was reacted oa lat Bay aad all parts of the 

field vere visited dariag the next three days* There are 165 registered 

elaias ob this field* 62 of thea beiag oa the Steveas Creek workings, 

20 at Ceraaa Golly aad 27 at Triangle. Ia additioa there vere aaay elaias 

pegged sithis 30 days aad aot yet registered. Pegs wsre reaoved froa at least 

74 elaias which were aot properly pegged or which had lapsed for aoa-registratloa 

withia 30 days. 

There are approxiaately 700 people oa the Aadaanoka field* iaeludiag 

woaea aad children. Carting of water froa fsoeaera eeased reeeatly aad the 

field is aow dependent oa the bores. The track through the saadhilla has beea 

covered with clay aad is now ao worse than the rest of the road. 

Special Mining lease No. 39 held by Aadaaooka Enterprises Ltd. is 

aot beiag corked. I t is said that the bulldozer was sold before Chrlstaas. 

The workings look the saae as when I saw thea a year ago. Several enquiries 

were received froa ainers aaxious to peg elaias ia this area aad I reeoaaaad 

that aetioa be taken to cancel this lease* which is not due to expire uatil 

April* 1963. 



Mr. J , Bus* sad his partaers art working a group of four elalas at 

Stevena Crack by a «etkod new to opal wining la this State. They kava tunnelled 

lato tba kill for a distance of apprexlwltely 100 yarda, ••lag a second-hand 

Joy leader, at need ia eoal wines, Jackhewwerst and a toaghrider* dioaal 

duwp track fitted with an exhaust filter. The loader ia worked by a 415-velt 

generator Mounted on a large dieael truck. Their drive ia about 6 feet high 

aad 8 feet or acre ia width. Tkey had difficulty with cloggiag of the chela 

conveyor belt oa the loader aad at the tiae of iaspectiea were replaeiag i t 

with a rabber belt. 

Two pleiata were heard ia the Warden'a Court aad ia eeeh oaae the 

olaiai waa eaaeelled ead a Harden** Order laaued to the plaiatiff. Another 

plaint waa withdrawn. 

I investigated a conplaiat by J . Cevelik that between October ead 

Decewber 1961, Sachs , Hervatk and Zbura drove 21ft. iato Us claim aad teek 

at least £1*600 worth of opal. Sachs was the oaly one of the three s t i l l ea 

the field, t cent for bi« aad heard Cevelik*s eowplaint i n his presence ead 

Sachs said that they opened cm old shaft and the drive cewplaiaed of waa already 

there, lie aaid that they pat in e new drive, sway frew Cevelik's clniw. 

Qe deaied that tkey had ever wined ia Cevelik*s clain. Cevelik waa not able 

to produce any evidence that the drive waa not an old oae, as stated by Sacks. 

As i t was wore than six aonttis since the alleged trespass i t was useless to 

inspect the drive. Cevelik was informed that nothing coald be done aew 

because of leek of evidence. 

There are no bulldozers on the Andaaooka field at present. 

Severel buildings have recently been erected on the top of a b i l l 

near J . Collies* house. The erection of buildings above the opal level ia 

likely to cause trouble in future. I suggest that the Andanooka Progress 

Association be asked to wara intending builders that i f tkey build above 

the level they riak daaage to their beildiags. 

mm 
Coober Pedy was reached la the eveaing of Sth Hay. Most of the 

least-worked areas were inspected on Sunday 6th Kay. These included the 

area now known as the 17-wile workings. This is the locality previously known 

(aad shown in Departmental records) as the 20-wile. The old 17-wile worklags 



sere not visited as I was lnforaed that nobody Is mining there. 

The population of Coober Pedy Is elaost 700, including about £50-300 

aborigines. »?ater is s t i l l beiag carted froa a bore over 00 miles away. 

There are at least five bulldozers oa the field bat aoae sere working daring 

ay visi t . 

There are 114 elaias registered at Coober Pedy, mtt of thea beiag 

at the 6-aile aad South Pacific Gully. There is less work than usual at the 

G-aile aad soae of the old elaias in this area are probably alaost worked out. 

South Pacific Gully is reported to be the best opal producer at present. 

A Warden's Court was held oa ?tb Bay at South Pacific Gully to 

bear a plaiat by N. Bapoae regarding the non-working of P.S. Clala No. 3748* 

held by A. &aroglaaals. The cleia was forfeited aad granted to the plalatlff . 

Two aioers were found smoking while handling detonators and gelignite 

They were warned that i t was Illegal as well as beiag dangerous. This natter 

has been discussed with the Chief Inspector of Mines. 

Pegs were reaoved froa at least 90 elaias* 50 of thea being at South 

Pacific Cully. Kost of these elaias had lapsed for non-registration but soae 

of the pegs were reaoved because of extreacly poor pegging or illegible notices 

In one ease a chair leg had been used as a peg. 

After receipt of a telegraa froa the Sealor harden* I investigated 

a cosplaint that blastiag had daaaged a dugout (at Crowder Gully) occupied 

by A. Eiasastl under licence £rom the Department of Lands. A separate report 

ia beiag aade regarding this Batter. 

m m * 

The nost serious trouble oa both the Andaaooka and Coober Pedy 

fields is trespassing underground oa elaias* either by drlviag la froa 

adjoining elaias* or In soae cases* by going down a shaft without the owner's 

permission. I have received aany vague complaints regarding this natter tot 

so far have aot found a ease where any proof was available. However* I have 

no doubt that sany of the complaints are justified. 

I suggest that action be taken to hove deliberate trespassing 

underground on elaias (either by entering a shaft or driving) aade an offence 

against the Mining Regulations* with a severe penalty. I f possible i t would 



t 

be as advantage I f such as offence coald be dealt with la the tardea'a Court, 

, as by the tiae the aetter ceald be iavestlgated aad reported for police actioa, 

the offeader would aest probably be aiealog. 
• 

Aa far aa I an aware i t ia aot aa offeace to treapaaa oa a Precious 

Stoaea Claiti. under existing legislation, and probably the police could take 

no action ttaless aa offeader was caught in a claiw with opal In hla possession. 

However* persoaa aaklag complaints have been advised to report the aatter to 

the police i f they have aay proof of trespassing. 

Trespassing is regarded very seriously by the Winers and t think 

that i f anyone la caught and i t la discovered then that there ia no penalty, 

i t aay cause violence. 

Another eowplaint at both fields is that a person holds sure than 

oae elaia. fthea details are available i t la Invariably found that the other 

olaias are held in different naaes. Zt is said that aoae of the claim are 

registered in the naaes of persoaa not even resident in Australia. I f a 

elaia ia aot worked. I t la liable to forfeiture in the Warden'a Court 

provided a plaint ia lodged aad satisfactory evidence given. However, i f 

i aeaa aetfaed could be found to regulate the pegging of elalas, i t would be 

. an advantage aad weald aave tiae. 

I suggest that in the ease of Precious Stones claias, the 

regulatioaa be aaeaded to provide that a elaia caa be reointgred only in the 

naaes of persons residing (or intending to reside) oa the opalflelds for at 

least seven aonths in each year. Aa a claiw doea not have to be regiatered 

for a period of leaa than 30 days this aaendaent would not interfere with 

people who go to the opalfields for holidays. Claias pegged for aore thaa 

30 days aad not regiatered lapae aatomtieally aad the pega are reaoved when 

a Warden visits the field. Bany leases issued by the Oepartaeat of Lands 

contain a condition requiring the lessee to personally reside on the lead 

eoaprlsed ia the lease for at leaat nine aonths in each year. I have 

auggeated seven wont its as a reasonable tiae because of the cllaate. 
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