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An inspection of the opslfields was mede hetwees 30th April ead
10th Hey, 1962.

In general, the regquirements of the minfiang regulotions are being
cemplied with in o satisfactory memmer but there are many claims on which
1ittle or so work has beem done, Pegping has greatly improved in receat
yesrs but in some places directioa treaches are poor,

It seems likely, from informetion supplied by mimers, thet
production of opsl from both fields is less than at the same time last year

but as I met oxly two buyers I was mot able to coafirm this.

ANDAROOKA
Andemooke opalfield was resched om lst Hay and all perts of the

field were visited durimg the mext threc duys. There are 165 registered

claims on this field, 62 of them being on the Stevens Creek workiags,

20 ot Germans Gally sad 27 st Triangle, Is addition there were many cleims
pegged within 30 days and not yet registered, Pegswere removed from at least

74 claims which were mot properly pegged or which had lapsed for mon-registration
within 30 deys.

There sre approximstely 700 people oam the Andamooks field, facludinmg
women and children., Carting of water from Woomers ceased receatly amd the
field is now dependent on the bheres., The track through the sandhills has been
covered with cley snd {s now no worse tham the rest of the road.

Specisl Nining Lease No., 39 bheld by Andamooke Enterprises Ltd. is
sot being worked., It is said that the bulldozer was sold hefore Christmas,
The workings look the same 8s when I sew them 8 year ago. Seversl enquirfies
were received from misers emxious to peg claims im this erea and I recommend
that sction be taken to cancel this lease, which is not due to expire umtfl
April, 1963,
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Mr. J. Buzs and his partaers sre working a grewp of four claims at
Stevens Creek by o method mew to opal mining in this State. They have tumnelled
into the Rill for s distance of spproximitely 100 yards. usiang s second=hand
Joy leader, as used in cos]l mines, jockhammers, and a "Roughrider”™ diesel
dump truck fitted with an exhaust filter. The loader {s worked by a 415-velt
generator mounted on & large diesel truck, Their drive is about 6 feet high
and 8 feet or more in width, They had dﬂflcult} with clogging of the chain
conveyor belt on the losder amd ot the time of iaspection were replacing it
with 8 rudber belt.

Two plaints were heard in the HWarden‘s Court and fn esch case the
cleim was cancelled end a Warden’s Order jssued to the plajntiff., Ancther
plaint wes withdrawn,

I favestigated a complaint by J. Cevelik thet hetween October asnd
Decenber 1961, Sschs, Horvath &nd Zburas drove 21ft, iato his clain and teek
at least 21,600 worth of opal. Saclis was the oaly one of the three still oa
the field, I sent for him and heard Covelik®s complaint i) his presemce and
Sschs said that they opened an old shaft ard the drive complained of was already
there, He said that they put in a new drive, eway from Cevelik’s claim,
fie denfed that they had ever mined {a Cevelik’s claim, Cevelik was not sble
to produce agy evidemge that the drive was not am old omo, as stated by Sachs,
As it was more than six montiis since the alleged trespass it was useless to
inspect the drive, Cevelik was informed that aothing could ho done sew
because of leck of cvidence,

There are ne bulldozers on the Andemooke field at present,

Several buildings have recontly heen erccted on the top of a hill
near J. Collins® house, The erection of buildings sbove the opal level is
likely to couse trouble in futmre. I suggest that the Andemooks Pregress
Association be asked to warm §atending builders that if they build ahove
the level they risk demage to their Duildings.

CQONFR_PEDY
Cooker Pedy wos reached im the eveming of 5th Msy., Most of the
‘leaste-uorked cress were inspected on Sundey 6th Msy. These included the
ares now kaown 2s the 17-mile werkings. This is the locelity previously ksown

(snd shown in Depertmental records) ss the 20-mile., The 0ld 17-mile workings
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«ere not visited o8 Y wos jnformed thet nobody 4s mining there.

The population of Coober Pedy is elmost TGO, imcluding edout £50=-300
adborigines. Gater {s still boeing carted from & bore over 00 miles away.
There are at leest five hulldozers on the field but none were working during
my visit,

There are 114 claims registercd at Coobor Pedy, most of them befng
8t the G-mile and South Pacific Gully. There is less work than ususl et the
~ G-afle and some of the old clsims in this ares are prodsbly slmost worked ount.
South Pecific Gully §s reported to be the hest opal producer st present,

A Gerden'’s Court was held om 7th Ksy ot South Pacific Gally to
hesr a plaint by N. Rapone regarding the nos-working of P.S. Claim No. 3748,
beld by A, Zerogiennis. The cleim was forfeited and grented to the plaintiff,

Two miners were found ssoking while hemdling detonators and geligmite, .
They were warned thet it was illegal as well as being damgerous. This matter
has been discussed with the Chief Yaspector of Nimes,
| Pegs were resoved from st least 90 clsjms, S0 of then hefng st South
Pacific Gully. Lost of these claiss had lapsed for mom-registration but some
of the pegs were removed because of extremely poor pegging or illegible notices.
Is one case & cheir leg had been used es & peg.

After receipt of 8 telegram from the Seanfor ifarden, I inmvestigated
@ complaint that blasting hed damaged & dugout (at Crowder Gully) occupied
by A. Hemastl under licence from the Department of Lands. A sepsrste report
is being made regarding this matter,

GENFRAL,

The most serions troudle on hoth the Andemooka amd Cooher Pedy
fields is trespassing underground on cleims, gither by driving in from
adjoining cleims, or in some ceses, by going down e sheft without the owner's
permission. I have received many vegue complsints regerding this matter but
so far have not found © cese where any proof was evejlable. [owever, I have
no doubt that meny of the compleints ore justified,

I suggest that action be taken to have deliberate trespassing
underground on claims (eftlkier by entering 8 shaft or driving) msde an offence

egajast the Eining Regulations, with & severe penslty. If possible it would
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be an edvantage 1f such an offence could he deslt with in the Warden's Court,
es by the time the matter could be iavestigated emd reported for police action,
the offender would mest mbably' be missing.

As for s I em sware it is not am offence to trespass om & Precious
Stones Claim, under existing legislation, asd probably the police could teke
a0 action unless an offender was caught {a a cleim with opsl im his possessien,
tiowever., persoas mekiag complaints h@ve been edvised to report the matter to
the police 1f they have eny prot_;’f of trespassing,

» Trespassing is regarded very serfously by the miners and I think
that if anyone §s caught and it §s discovered thea thet there is no pensity,
it may csuse violence,

Another complafnt at hoth fields s thet @ person holds more tham
one claim, When details are availadle it s invariably found that the other
claime are keld in different names, It is ssid that some of the claims are
registered in the names of persons not even reudeng i» Australia, If a
claim: is mot worked, it is liable to forfeiture imn the Wardea's Court
brovldcd. 8 plaint is lodged snd satisfactory evidence givea, However, if
some method could bhe foumd to regulate the pegging of cleims, it would be
an edvantsge and would save time,

' I suggest that in the case of Precious Stomes claims, the
regulations he amended to provide that & cleim cam be yegistered only im the
asmes of persons residing (or iateading to reside) on the opalfields for st
lesst seven months in each yesr., As a claim does mot kave to he registered
for & period of less than 30 deys this emendment would sot ianterfere with
people who go to the opalfields for holideys. Claims pegged for more tham
30 deys and not registered lspse sutomstically and the pegs ere removed when
@ Warden visits the field, Many leases issued by the Department of Lends
contain & condition requiring the lessee to personally reside on the land
comprised ia the lease for at least nime months in each year. 1 have

suggested seven months as s reasonshle time hecsuse of the climate,.
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