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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY' 

By V. T. Geragtity - Senior Warden 
/>KD/MOQK.A AHD CCOffSK PEST/ OPALFISIJXS 

A visit of inspection tsas isade to the opalfields, 
leaving A&elaiao on !Oth October and returning on 20 th October, 
19^1 • H#W« Ingham uaa driver and general assistant* 

The ninars arc, in central, complying with the Mining 
Hegulations v^ry i?q11* There are 237 Precious Stones Claims now 
regiotered, at Anda&ooka and 39 &t Coober Pcdy. The pegging 
in moot Instances ia very good, "being far hotter than on previous 
.visits* but the direction tranches could still bo very much 

:.-:' improved*': 

MdamookaQpaXfield : "'/. 
Andamcolsa Opalfield tros reached on Wednesday, ilt*r' 

October*' A dugout was rented h?m. Msv. lMr«f. Wake,"' art opal buyer, 
Tor use during the vioit to this field* ":;-* 

All of the various parte of the field were inspected dur~ 
iag j&Ĵ 'nskfc. .̂ upoô jfeyo* The pegging out of .the claims and the 
maintaining of; pegs and notices is really very much improved, 

i V ^ ^ ^ . tmt- in many'cases-'"iteVtap̂ ^ coafom with the 
"-'k regulations re^rdLIng ieiigtiî width, or depth* T^is fact was 

• •'-pointed out to the; cc^iittee of the Proi^^S;Association and to 
contacted on "his* caaia*^^-^:^^'-; " 

vr:^^^^®!*^ production 'of opal at this .flcA&is very steady mfeqa 
(txim''- iitf crmatian received froa several sources) will most lfiESg|f: 
'''•^ny production for last (production for I'l 

The bu3Js "dif-.jK̂ijgrjetfant pro^UC^ion 
• 3 f t * th^Movsns. Gully ©osfcings insistored c3 

a j ^ - ^ e l i ps'sg©d: out* Gd 
a till Triangle Hill; 

ths oite of steady production* The Stevens Gully and $riangl 
diggings are gradually extending oouthward; and opal 



—2~ 
i 

discovered at Black Boy "actonuion, an area about £ nils to the 
cast oi* tiio Black Boy ?/orkin&3* Cluitio havo boon pcGced out and 
qgrg have been resist 

Hie o«nor of a porcuueion borlnj plant (dr* O* ©anion, 
a f&rnee driller enploysd in Uiio Deijursn&fit) Ima pecced out 
daisis at Jabilsrj Kox&incd and is noc; using his "boring plc:nt 
(which ho had the diafĉ ier, to caiv;/ out v/ator-boring contracto, 
now completed) to hoiat the f*'dirtM fi'on fch® shaft* A snail 
quantity col' opal is beiiig obtained® 

Special Mining Lease Flo* (Andanoc&a Bnfcerprices Ltd*) 
is not at present being \7orked* Th& buildCaer is atill on the 
leas©* .'•"•'' 

'rha new sehoolhisuce has baen coesiisGioned, making two 
buildings in use, presided over lay tso young male teaclioro* 
There arc between. ICO and 150 children on the field at present. 

The Andajaooka 'Process /association (Mr* S* Carter, 
president, and Mr* P* Bchulten, Secretary) hacr junt completed < 
the extension tho community hall (which novr holdo 150 people) 
and has purchased g project or and runs picture t&o&s oevcral 
nights a wcok, the profits to "bo used ror further amenitiec* 
A privately ownedpicture chcs? is also being operated W a local 
XteSidant* . : , .; " 1 

present population, reported to "bo 606 persona, 
including about SO or 60 aborigines, appears; to bo, on the whole, 

. reasonably contented* 'V 
• ffco water posit ion at this £iald is still very acute* 

She wolls and bores make very little water. The position is : 
/ r relieved by th© Engineering and Water St©ply Departaeni tronoportin^f 
•' •.: fraterin tankers firm • Wocoera Village, a distance of about 80 

^ ' i i s ^ i t ^ t i ^ r tha Proceeds ̂ ©ociaHon I 
i^iiado f o r , w t o ^ ^ p l ^ M * - The B* and ' ."'/-V-* 

; ttepW ihich ̂ (riteelf'tift'MiaoV la jpoognt ®i4oavouringto 5 : 
izaprov̂  tha trac&a through tha ©andhills by cortins and laying 
clay and rubble* the road ie in fairly good conditioii* 



Ccobpr Fed;? O^alf iold 
Tills field sma readied in She evening of Sunday, lfjfch 

October, accoimodaticn being obtained at the roa&houoc located 
there* 

The various sections? of this field v/ere visited and 
the c la ins inspected on Monday to Wednesday, The pegging out 
and the maintaining of the pegs on the elulss is very much 
iiaproved, although, as at Andamcoka, the direction trenches 
require more and better attention* 

A vVarden'a Court was sot &ov;n for hearing Plaint !To* 
U88 (Nicolas Lfacria and Ccnatantinoa Athanassopouloo v. Hassimo 

Poduti) in the Coiiffiianity Hall on the evening of Monday l6tli 

October* Evidence \vaa ta£on from, witaesqes for both parties 
;-;:'and;th© Court ad^otamed'untilTuesdaymorning at tho sit© of 

the. ground in dispute (located at South Pacific Gully, about 
7 ©ilea west of Goober Pedy Post Offic© near the main road to 
Alice Springs)* After vier/ing the claicis included In tho dispute, 
the plaint was dismissed for lack of conclusive evidence* This 
was tho first Warden's Court held at Ccober Pedy since early 
in 1920* 

, Opal is ©till being produced free this field at a steady 

rate, tho bulk, of the production is s t i l l cosing from the G-aile 

workings (aero^ty llill)Ybut^ opal, in reas enable quant it iea is 

- . again being obtained from tho Big Plat where tho first opal 

-'was produced at etuart Range* A nunbor of bulldosors are 

. Operating, on properly pegged claims, on the Big Plat* The 

. . V ; : m a j o r i t y of the miners on the field raise objections to tha use 

'feWLo fora of mechanised mining, and the i?riter is of the 

t^t-. ham than good is being dona by the uso of 

machines,' evenf though, they -

„ Up 'oh ie '"v 
* • • v fre^^dtooleQs for "mining bar' 

'ordinary ae^odoi ai^ they leavb steep sides ^hich can become 

; a menace i f , as is dona by aborigines, the aides are undercut at 



about the opal lavol. There are five dosera at Goober Fedy, 
altliouch only one v/ao in deration during ths visit, Ho report 
of the operators of bull&osers having produced opal in m-ntity 
has been made. 

A general meeting was called by the Secretary of the 
Coober Pedy Proereae Association (lira* E. Aytcn) and held at the 
conclusion of the warden's Court on Monday night to give the 
miners an opportunity to ask the tfordca questions on mining 
legislation* About 150 people attended the Court and remained 
for the meeting vyhieh Issued for about two houre, and many, 
problems were cleared up. The erection of a neir cchoolhouso has 
been commenced by the Public Buildinga Department on behalf of 
the Education Department* At present the school, conducted by 
two young male teachers*.'is ji»ld;'in.._the community hall* There 
are forty children attending the school* Hie Flying-Doctor 
Service is at present very busy treating and taldLng to hospital 
very young aboriginal children suffering from a foxsa of gastric 
trouble* 

y The Progress Association has obtained tvro film projectors 
and pictures are shorn in the hall at regular intervals* 

The Aborigines Department has appointed a Welfare Officer 
who resides cxn the field and looks after the aborigines* At 
pressnt* tbki: estimatednuniber ofaborigines on the field is 350* 
There are about 300 whito people î sideht in various parts of 
this opalfield* A new store; hs^ been; opened • î .; Bolshevik Gully* : 

^ - ŷ &tQi?- is very scarce at Coober̂ Fedy*, ti^ ̂ 0fC0'0^galloa 
underground tank having been empty for a long, time* Water for 
jinking pu^oses is carted for s distance of about 90 miles 
(froia Mt* willoughby Station) by the Engineering sad Water Supply 

being, limited by 'the- Pro^reos 
ŝociaiiorii, "t&lcfr • diêL&fejtd̂  '''î Ôtdâ  pie* person 
pe* wsk* Water «hich ianbi potable fXm fepvts&i nearer 
to the settlement for uao for ptsffpooeŝ thor than drinking* ' v* " 

(v* T* Gerse&ty) 
3rd Hovcnber* 1961 ossqoR %ARnsn 
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