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DEPARTMMT OF HINES o
. SOUTH AUSTRALIA

" ANDAMOOKA AND COOBER PEDY OPALFTEL

|  ANDAMOOKA |
A Warden's COurt was set down for hearing Plaint No. 411

in the Community Hall at Andamooka Opal Fields on Friday, h.th .
.~septem‘ber. 1959, R J S S
| The writer wae accompanied ‘by t.he Deputy Registrax‘

. (E.F. Mcuahon) ‘as CIerk of the COurt, end the driver of tho
Landrover (Rr. Ingham)._ we arrived ‘at the: opalfield on the evening
of Wednesday, 2ne September, after I had eonducted a Warden'

' COurt in the Courthouse at Port Augueta (Plaint hlll) on. 'rueada,v,
lst Beptember. ‘
| Thureday (3rd Sept.) vas spent 4in making an examination
‘of claims pegged out at Gun Gully, I.unatic Hill. Boundary Ridere
Hill, and Treloar Hill workings.’ A considerable num'ber of. elaims |
| _A have been pegged out at G Gull.v. I L 4
Special l!ining Lease No. 30, 1ocated at t.he Jubilee areh
to ‘the ‘south of Boundary Ridera Hill. was inspected. No work at
:‘:all haa been carried out ’by the leasee, Commonwealth, Overseas
Sales and Servicee Ltd. The two eastern pegs were 1ocated: The
‘lease number was not shown on either of them. Duplicate .'

TR

- departmental eurvey peg No. 59 wae fomxd and removed.
' Precioua stonea claime on Boundary Riders H1il1l1 haveﬂ‘been

" pegged right up to the nort.hern boundary of the leaae, and T:
nminers are- comialainingf- because no work |1s being done by the' |

 lesses. ;,.zz

' Awas lia'ble to forfeiture, and the complainant wae given lh
: within which to enter and peg out a claim. A 1arge mmber or St *
| people attended the hearing. I MiCRGHLME@
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After the cOurt was closed. queeticns regarding nining
titlee were aaked by many of the minera. , Theee were anewered

 to their satisfaction, and the- nining 1egialation. maofarfas

i
r'j

it appliee to precioue atonee claims, was carefully explained

- to thoae present, particular emphasia being given to the method
of acquiring a title by properly pegging aut a claim and regiater-
- ing 1t within 30 d.aya, the claim holder thua obtaining a eecure '
title to the ground which remained his proPerty ao long aa he

properly maintained his pegs and kept working the claim. 'rhe

' ,varioua advantages obtainable by registering claims were eet

 out by the Deputy Registrar and myaelf. |
' The ‘Stevens Gully and Triangle Hill workinga were}r' |
inspected later in the da,v A large number of claima have ‘been
pegged out in these 1ocalities. -
~ On Saturday (Sth Sept.) the diggings at Horse Paﬂdock.
Hallian H111, German Gully, Black'boy. end’ Yarioo were mmined.

: :ICIaima (and pegs) were very numerous at German Gully. A vm
large number were removed, Special uinin,s Lease No. 32 ia B
_' aituated at Horse Paddock. | o
|  The work.ings at One Tree 3111. The Saddle, Warden nin.

‘and Koska Hill were inspected on ‘Sunday, 6th. It was reported to:

i me that an area at Lunatic Hill, where we had removed the pege
'»becauae' the claim measured 75~yds-. by 75 yds. instead_.pof the
. statutory 50 yda. by 50 yds., had been repegged. A further
'examination ahowed that the new claim had been pegged out 'by
) 'another peraon a.nd that the dimenaiona were only 50 yda. by
: 50 yards. - ' * N { .f - * )
| ' Two men whom I saw looking around’ the workings at’ Gun |
Gully atated in anawer to my queationa that they did not held B
-Miner s Righta. 'rhey informed me that they were recent arrivala |
and were only watching other minere at v.ork. : I pointed out that any
"form of proapecting or mining carried out by a person who m not ‘
| the posaessor of a current Miner 5 Right was viewed very eex'ioualy
'by the Department and that prompt action would be taken againat

the offendera.‘ They,-aasured me. that before attempt_ing any



mining vork they would take out Miner s Righte and peg out-.
The necessity to register claime wae stressed by me. ',
. - The pegs: now used by moet minere on thie fleld c@ly
with the Mining Regulatione regarding size. Rotlces are n;i\ially
.'Apainted on tin ami nailed to the pege. Trenchee still 1esyg
much to be deaired. Nmnerone pega, without any identification

e

| _marks, were removed by us, and whenever the notices ehowed;@hat

\w

o the claim hed not been registered within the etipnlated 30 daara

-.-.out by. aboriginee were very well done.

the pegs were removed under inetructione from me. In aom‘ef}iaeee
the pereone who had’ pegged out ‘those claims came to me, and“

A
1(

whenever I considered their excuees for having failed to apply

1:'} ;ﬂ-_ )

for registration as required 'by the Mining Act and Regulat{one
'Awere reaeonable, I. g.'anted authoriw, by virtue of Sece. ulfai't

the Act, for them to enter and repeg.' Each applicant was infmed -

!
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that no further approval wonld be panted.
’ Quite a number of gougers had incorrect information on |

the noticee on their pegs, including some of the regietered S
claime All those who could be. contacted on the spot were infomed .

‘ of the fact and othere are being inromed by letter. The direction _'
. trenchee in meny cases were poorly defined. A few claime pegged ‘

‘ o There are reported to be about 300 white people, .-
| ineluding women and children, on the field, and sbout 100

' aborigines. Numeroue caravane end tente are ecattecred arom
: the mai.n settlement area. and a new eating-houee is being moted.

s A,

et

| N _
: Three storee are eelling food. There were no complainte regdrding
thewatersupply.-_; ‘ o

J
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. A new 'build.ing of four roome, for use by the doctu' .
and dentiet of. the Flying Doctor Service, hae been erected.m
. Special uining Leaee No. 32 wes inspeoted. Satiefactory
.pega, showing the number of the 1eaee, have been erected at the '

~ four corners. Trenchee or stone pilee of’ directiom have bem cut .

or placed‘in position. Smaller pegs have been placed at varioue
poeitione to denote the boundary linee. Work was being carried
| out on this leaee ‘by two men ueing a bulldozer.: The manasev |

&:\1.‘ ..



Hill workings | o S S

of Andamooka Enterprises Ltd. waa abeent f‘rom the field. m

.\?

- men. are removing all of the overburden at the weetem-n end cf ‘the

:xf .

_ .'lease .down to the opal horizon. Hr. Hiles, the man in chargo.
:_stated that very 1ittle opal hae yet been recovered from thi |

llease. Smne of- the nmllock is being ahoved over the lease
"boundary in the northwestem corner. Thia land 1s below tha
0pal level, but there appeare to be a poasibility that heavymrain.
" could wash the fine material into the oreeks and inte:ri‘ere th

the watet- supplye ‘l'here does not appear -to have been a g'eat

4deal of work carried out on this lease by the lesaee beforo’“the

- present work was commenced, apart rrom a number of dozea.' ms at '
the eastern end of the lease.’ Overburden at thie end of th? |
.lease has also been ahoved over the boundary 'rhe claimholdera

report that claima pegged out recently (and registered) on the

- southem boundary of . the apecial mining lease are prodncing some

‘°P310" ' A o . o "t-}ﬁ‘-‘;y-

An area equivalent to three claims had been pegged’*out

S on Hallion Hill with the use or only four pegs with three ljiner'

| Right zmm‘bera on them. These pegs were ‘removed by me and’ *&“o

' .positicm explained to the holder of one of the Miner's nightn.
Quite a lot of work had ‘been carried cut by means of a buiﬁnzer
onthisland. : _ , | “n&

| A number of claims at the northern end of Stevens k&ﬂly

"had been worked with the aid of a bulldozer. This type oi’ mining

:most certainly renders the land ueeless for fu.rther mining ‘by |

Aorthodox met.b.ods A bulldnzer has also been used at the Koska
-

Several visiting Opal buyera were on the field. :43
RS

'rhe party left Andamooka about 9 a.m. on Monday, 7&

[ ‘7‘




| . COOBER PEDY )
| We arrived at Coober Pedy at . about 7 p.m. (7th Septf
. after receiving permits to croee the WOomera prohibited arofé\ : .,';'_

'i‘rom Woomera to Mt., Eba homestead. A roadhouse-store suppﬂea

_ accommodation and meals. The post office ie located at another :
‘store. Both stores snpply petrol and another ‘petrol. pumj: haa ‘
" been installed at the 8-mile diggings on the main road to o
2. s

Alice Sprmgg | - | Sy
‘ On Tueedew. Bth September, the claims at the 8-m,‘ *

workinge (to the west) were inepected. Opal 18 being obtained
| there in considerahle quantities. and a good nmnber of claina
has been pegged out. 'rhis 18 th«'a 'buaieat eection of the i'ield at
| present and has been for eome time now. - o
| . The diggings to the ncrth of the main settlement (ﬁe
e 12-mile. 9-mile. and lp-mile) and at crowder Gully, Mocking B\*

)m:\n i

Hill, and The Jewelle:re Shop to the eaet were emined on 9th

51

'September. There is. coneiderable activity at the 12-mile mkinge,

{a11 of the claimholders being: "New Auetraliana" or Greek. "\

-,’,'Hungarian, and Rmnanian origin. e o
.+ . Rym Gully, Flat mn. The Big Flat, Poet Office nm.
.'"and Koska 11l were vieited on. Thursday (10th Sept.). Not nan;r

- claime are being worked on these eections of the field. '

| ‘On Friday, 11th September. new. v:orkinga eituated about |
-'i mile south of the B-mile were inepected.. A number of claino

.' .'havo been pegged on thia untried area and ehart sinking is. i.n
'pro@eee., Larkin’s Folly workings were examined and a further
visit wae paid to the 8-mile area where the workinge are becoming
very exteneive. Many new claime on practically \mtried m'amd _
"~ on the north eide of the road to Alice Bprings have been pesged

| oot‘.. The final areasvisited are located at the li-mile and“the
o 5-mile workings, to the south of the tomehip area on the ;g\ad

| to Kingoonya, where there haa been little activity in rec o o

years )



A - An application ror a epecial mining 1eaee over m area
of about 5 aerea has been lodged by K. Carter and K. Kent. 'i'he
land required by them ie eituated at the old "Jewellers Bhop"
digginge which were worked very exteneively in the. paet. A Ho

e claime are at preeent held or properly pegged ont in tbj.s
 locality, The applieante have merked out the land to ‘betlincluded

in the 1eaee by meane of four pege, with a notice to the:ei‘reot
that a epecial mining lease has been applied for by thema]s
recent work wae obeervable in the area inside their pege.)‘ The
.' very numerous old ehafte, very close together, are moetly partly
) filled in, this being apparent when examining a bulldozer cnt B
'A already made 'by Carter and Kent. The land here ie probably a
- good. location in which to try out this form of mechanized mining.
. Quite a lot of work hae been docne with a dozer at the
12-mile workinge “Some of the eute (about 12 to 15 ft. de@)
. appear to be very uneafe.' 'rhere is evidence of falls of earth
| in a number of ‘the excavatione which sre made close - together
. leaving a wall & few feet wide in between. At least 10 tone
A‘oi'materialhadrallenininoneeut..’"' O
Several cuts made on a regietered claim at the &-nile
diggings are used for the purpoee of driving in on the i‘irst “
| 'opal level wi thout having to sink ehafte. Itis pro'blematical
mether thie method is coneidered to be an. improvement ae it was
'. noted that the claimholdere (amalgamated claime) were bue,y |
A.'einld.ng new. shafts. " o L {' '
| The number of white people, inclnding women and ;hildren.
on this rield 1s stated to be 200, About 100 aborigines (men.

women, and children) are 1iving there at present. The Progreee
- _Aeeociation hae obtained material to build a eommunity hall. and

work on the erection will commence in the near future. It was

stated that the Edneation Department intends to appoint a teaeher
-to Coober Pedy and to eupply sehool furniture for use in the hall, ,‘
Four opal bu.vere were on the field. ‘These men are not

permanent reeidente.
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LA large number of pege without any t.vpe of notice or

N distinguiehing mark was found at most or the widespread sectionc

oof thie field. and were, of conree, removed by ue. Infme

,3:‘

instancee, pegs with inenfficient ini‘ormation on then. or where

't.he information ehowed that the land ‘had 'been pegged and not

: 'regietered within 30 dm, were removed under ny instrnctione.

~ pin it down to any person in particular.

:._2‘5_1:'1‘; September, 1959,

In a number of caeee thc pereone who had allo'led the

‘ 30-day regietration period to lapse, and Who had reascna‘ble
.' Vexcuaee for 80 doing, were gcanted authority (under Boc. ITe oi‘ N
' the Mining Act, 1930-1958) to enter and repeg their cle.im on the
__underetanding t.hat they would lodge applications for- rcgistration “

at once.

'I‘renchee in some casee were poorly defined.

No inetancee of a person having more than one 1ai|n

a?‘ﬂ

| pegged out were diecovered. Anyone who had 'been 8o doing nuet

have removed the offending pegs, on the land not beingfwrked,

:berore our arrival on the field, or the extra: claime mt have .
| been eome of thoee from which we rmoved the pege becauao of the
A lack of distinguishing information. t.hue making it inwoneible to

"No caeee or pegging ont more then one claim me reported‘

. or pointed out to me on thie vieit.

I wiah to place on- record my appreoiation of the

N aeeietance rendered by Mr. Mcllahon and Mr. Ingham

L We lef't Coober Ped,v at about 9 a.m. on Saturday,

12t.h Sept.. and arrived at Port Auguete (via Woomera) at abont
8 p.m. The party reached Adelaide at 3 p.m. on Sunday, 13th ’
: Sept., 1959.
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(VeTe Geragh» )
BENIOR !V.A.&Q&
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