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LAONES TR7, DRUOSIT ON BALCANOONA STATION.
| Fqilowing'& requgest fop geological advice on &
-ﬁepesit of ragnesite on Balcanoona otation by Mre C. Pe Ce Crisp

“of Netherby, an indpection was mado on January'isth£.195§. |
Claim No. 1933*1é.poggkd*@ver-a?bed of magnositc which fbrmg
part-of‘ﬁhe;ﬁppaf pro¥Cambrian Taplay Hill 3eries in tnie'pgpt
of the.Flinﬁﬁzé.Banges. | a

LOCATION AND ACCESS.

’The doposit is situated ih'ruggeé.counﬁry.éight miles
Weet.of'nalcaﬁooﬁa.ﬁ.a. on the western flanks of Mt. MoTaggart -
~ridge. Balcanoona lies-én the wostorn odge of the Lake Frome

Flaings at’ tho foot of the Northoern Flinders Ranges 60 milos by
road from Coploys Tho feposit is spprodéehed from Balcancona
HoSe via a rough traek aloné tho bod of’BalcanoonaAcféék for
a alstance of about eighé miles, fhe last 2% miles beyond
. Weetootla Vell being difficult of accéss even with a~ﬁheel
deive éehiclei & elaim 18 held in the vicinity of Weetootla
Springs : _ e ’

The §pcomgany1ng.p1ans shovw the loeation énd geological
_faa%ures of tho magnesitc dopopite. i ‘
GROLOGY. | '

A thick bed of sturtion $illite vhich carried an
assortuont of large erratice forms the backbone of the rugged
M¢. HeTaggoart ridge trending hero iﬁ o north casterly direce
tion. It is succossivaly overlain on its westorn fopoct dy
uOo_faeﬁ of laminated alatéﬁ, 90 fect 0f @olomito, 90 feot of
calcaraous ribbon clates, 1200 foot of magnesite, with dolomites
and theseé by'ééieareous slates == Deing the lowest nombers of
tho Papley Hill Sories.

Detailed sampling of tho magnesitc beds follovwed by

partial ocnalysis of the gemples would be necessary boforo a
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relisblo asgessnent of the grads q‘f "%ﬁe matorial eaum‘be‘: neds.

.'fas»hia:i snalysos m’sia@‘eﬁ soveral 'éne:eimans inéﬁeeﬁ@ that the

- whito coarée grained magnesite m"l-ffai-miy pure; partial amalyséa

of two 'grab' samplos Gro os follOwWSjee
(1) 97.9% VLo, 0.9 CoCOy
(2) 9Bag ® Q.9%

’Ini;»sy‘tmﬁas& 'w%m‘s tho mignesitos are fine greined,

white and dsnse -dolomite bands, & typical analysica boing an

,This aeposit of az&mem:itz@ 49 most unugual in 1%e
orystal form end in its ocourrence :m Tapley Hill Olates. The
only &emsﬂa of megnositos proviously nxploited commercially
in the Plinders Ranges sre fine grained (Cry gs&mryaﬁanins)
beds of the "Magnosito sorioe?‘-m I SN

There io obvioualy latge quantity of wamnonsite
pragent on the claim with azwnmen@’ along the -a:t?rma of the
bedye Dotailod sampling of the Gsposit is noecegoary for an
assenshiont of grads to bo mada.

. Fe He PFaulding snd Cos Ltds dre $ho only Adolaide
buyera of magnesite, the row materisl boing valucd ab 02,100
£3.10.0 per ton on trucks, Copleye Thors ero other Goposits
of mognesite noarey Coploy belng workm at the g:maenb tims.

12 the grade proves to bs uni.fcz'may mgh over the
wholo deposit 46o volue will Gepond on the ooonomice of x*oaﬂ,.'
construction into the éamzsm and voed houlago of tho mineral
70 miles to the Copley reil sidings
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