DEPARTMENT OF MINES
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Rept, Bk, No. 19/271

- 'REPORT ON UNDERGROUNDAWATER PROSPECTS

. Sect. .85, Hd, Onkgparinga_

.- W,H.'Scholz,-‘

,iAdvice is desired on'tﬁe,prospect of obtaining a supply
of'water'from.undergroundtsourves byvboring to be used for
irrigatiou punposes.

| ‘ ,Tﬁe property isfunderlain by a thick series_of argilla-
ceous (clayey) and.si;iceous siétes;’AThese rocks are not as a
.rule.regarded as a good~quifer;-or water-bearing formation, for on
>decoﬁposing>they form a ciay which'is cerried down into any cracks
or joiuts in the*rocks by perooieting ground water and;seal them
.up.:.EXCeptions‘ooour where theseﬁbeds haue been considerably
' shattered and- dlsturbed by geologlcal earth movements | ; the gnnnd
water in. suchvcases be1ng stored in the fault or shatter-zone.

No direct etidenoe of the presence of such a fault—zone
was‘noticed during the;exemination of the.area, although the
‘exiStance,of.a small permanentispriné‘in tﬁe.ﬁain gully which
crosses the4property'is suggestive thatfsome.fraEture-sone in the -
' sletes ocours in the'immediate‘vicinity;of the spring.

It is recommended,;thereforey that'a triai borehole -be
,drilled.é sﬁort#distance upstreambfrom'tﬁe spring, and in the
'cdéﬁer formed'by two division:fenoes. The exact spot has been
>pointed out on the 51tet | ’

The maximum depth to - whlch drllling should"’ proceed to
test thls site is about 1ho ft. | -

| It is suggested that touch be kept with thls Department

durlng drllllng operatlons in order that further adv1ce can be
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given if desired;
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