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THE HIHDIQ INDUSTRY IH SOUTH AUSTHALIA. 

March,192+1 - January , 1944 

Two impor tan t l e g i s l a t i v e enactments came i n t o f o r c e du r ing 

the p e r i o d under r ev iew, namely (a) The Mining (Pet ro leum) Act which 

came i n t o o p e r a t i o n oh t h e g a z e t t i n g of e p roc lamat ion on 3 1 s t J u l y , 

1941» and (b) The Mining Act Amendment Act , 1941. 

The former of these Ac t s i s designed t o p l a c e t h e search f o r 

o i l on a Bound and s c i e n t i f i c b a s i s , and to check ithe w a s t e f u l 

expend i tu re of o a p i t a l t h a t h 8 s occur red in the p a s t p r i n c i p a l l y 

because o f t h e inadequate p r e l i n i n a r y examination of t h e a r e a s 

w i t h i n which t h e s i t e s of b o r e h o l e s have been s e l e c t e d more o r l e s s 

a r b i t r a r i l y . By a c o n ^ l e t e r e v i s i o n of t t e p r e - e x i s t i n g l e g i s l a t i o n 

p r o v i s i o n h a s new been made f o r the a c q u i s i t i o n of t i t l e s over l a r g e 

a r e a s i n the f i r s t p l s e e and p r o g r e s s i v e l y s m a l l e r a r e a s a s t h e work 

of i n i t i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n by competent men p r o c e e d s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y 

the con t inuance o f the war h a s m i l i t a t e d a g a i n s t t h e conduc t o f 

p r o s p e c t i n g o p e r a t i o n s by t h o s e i n t e r e s t s which a r e exper ienced in 

t h i s k ind o f e x p l o r a t o r y work and a r e a l s o pos se s sed of the r e sou rces 

necessa ry f o r t h e p r o s e c u t i o n of t h e s e a r c h . The Government h a s , 

however* by p l a c i n g t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n on the s t a t u t e books , removed 

one s e r i o u s o b s t a c l e t o t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f c a p i t a l , and i t i s known 

t h a t major i n t e r e s t s a r e p r e p a r e d to work e n e r g e t i c a l l y under Ac t s 

t h a t a r e s i m i l a r to t h a t which i s now in f o r c e in South A u s t r a l i a . 

The Amending Mining Act o f 1941 i 0 concerned e n t i r e l y w i t h 

t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of the xna^or p a r t of t h e Act of 1931 which was 

pas sed o r i g i n a l l y f o r a p e r i o d of f i v e y e a r s and cea sed t o have 

e f f e c t on 3 0 t h June 193*>. T h i s l e g i s l a t i o n i s concerned with the 

c o n t r o l o f e n t r y ig>on p r i v a t e l a n d s beneath which t h e m i n e r a l s have 

been a l i e n a t e d from t h e Crown, and the t ime l i m i t p r e v i o u s l y Imposed 

has been dropped. The unworkable l e g i s l a t i o n d e a l i n g w i t h mining 

on p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y has been r e p e a l e d end the p r o c e d u r e now n e c e s s a r y 



t o a c q u i r e t i t l e s i s s i m p l i f i e d , wh i l e due p r o v i s i o n has been made 

f o r ^pro i tec t ing t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h e p r i v a t e l a n d h o l d e r s . The 

exper ience ga ined d u r i n g t h e f i v e y e a r s ' cu r rency of the Act when 

i t was f i r s t brought i n t o f o r c e showed t h a t t h e r e was a demand f a r 

such l e g i s l a t i o n and t h a t no ha rdsh ip W8s caused by i t s o p e r a t i o n . 

In t h e pos i -wsr p e r i o d , when many r e t u r n e d s o l d i e r s w i l l c e r t a i n l y 

t ake up the s e a r c h f o r m i n e r a l s , i t i s a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t t h e v a l u e ^ f 

t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n w i l l be r e a l i z e d even more . f i f l . ly "thap i t i s t oday . 

R e g u l a t i o n s were g a z e t t e d under the Mining Act t o p r o t e c t 

t h e i n t e r e s t s of l e s s e e s and c l a imho lde r s who, through t h e d e f i c i e n c y 

of a v a i l a b l e manpower r e s u l t i n g from the war , might be in danger o f 

having t h e i r h o l d i n g s f o r f e i t e d f o r non-compliance w i th the l a b o u r 

covenants . These p r o v i s i o n s , which were f i r s t b rought in to f o r c e 

in South A u s t r a l i a , h8ve s i n c e been in t roduced i n t o the l e g i s l a t i o n 

of o the r p a r t s of t he CoOTnonwe8lth. 

A d e t a i l e d g e o l o g i c a l s t u d y o f the copper f i e l d s of t h e 

S t a t e h a s been made and the r e s u l t s o f much of t h i s work have been 

p u b l i s h e d a l r e a d y . F u r t h e r r e p o r t s have been p r e p a r e d d e a l i n g wi th 

o t h e r f i e l d s end t h e s e a r e a lmost ready f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . 

Based on t h e s e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s , and a l s o upon geophys ica l 

surveys c a r r i e d o u t by the Conraonwealth a t the r eques t of t h e 

Government, d r i l l i n g o p e r a t i o n s e r e be ing c a r r i e d on con t inuous ly 

in t h e Wallaroo and Moonta d i s t r i c t s . . 

A d e t a i l e d s tudy has been made o f t h e Leigh Creefc coa l 

f i e l d , and a very l a r g e number o f b o r e h o l e s h a s been d r i l l e d , , Much 

in fo rmat ion h a s been o b t a i n e d and p u b l i s h e d t o show t h e mode o f 

occu r r ence , t h e composi t ion and t h e c a l o r i f i c v a l u e of the c o a l . 

Close a t t e n t i o n h a s been given to t h e p r i n c i p a l d e p o s i t s 

of phosphate rock o c c u r r i n g in South A u s t r a l i a ; and, al though i t l a s 



been found t h a t t h e amount of h igh -g rade rock; s u i t a b l e f b r manufacture 

I n t o Bvqperphoophate 1B l i m i t e d , i t i s now d e f i n i t e l y known t h a t 

t h e r e i s a v a i l a b l e a v e r y l a r g e tonnage of lower -g rade m a t e r i a l 

s u i t a b l e f o r a p p l i c a t i o n t o the land when f i n e l y ground, e i t h e r by 

i t s e l f or mixed wi th an egual q u a n t i t y of superphospha te . This 

mixture , when used in r e g i o n s having an annual r a i n f a l l o f over 20 

inches , can do much to a l l e v i a t e t h e p r e s e n t shor t age of phospha t i c 

f e r t i l i z e r r e q u i r e d f o r the d r e s s i n g of p a s t u r e s , and t h e mixture i s 

b e i n g - o f f e r e d f o r s a l e a t a p r i c e cor responding t o i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l 

va lue . • . 

The Department o f Mines has been s t r e n g t h e n e d by t h e 

appointment of an a d d i t i o n a l g e o l o g i s t whbhhas had e x t e n s i v e mining 

exper ience . T h i s o f f i c e r has c a r r i e d out much of the work connected 

with t h e examinat ion and sampling of the phospha te rock occur rences , , 

and i s now engaged upon a s i m i l a r s tudy of the S t a t e ' s r e a o u r c e s of 

tele, which i s in g r e a t demand f o r use in muni t ion making and 

i n d u s t r y g e n e r a l l y . He h a s c a r r i e d ou t work on g r a p h i t e a l s o , the 

need f o r t h i s mine ra l be ing s t r e s s e d by wart ime demands. 
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