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Two important legislative enactments came into force during
the period under review, namely (a) The Binmg (Petroleum) Act which
came into Operation on the gazetting of 8 proclama tion on 318t July,
1941, and (b) The aiining Act Amendment Act, 191;1. '

_ The former of these Acts is designed to place the search for
011 on & sound and ecientific bssis, and to check the wasteful
'expenditure of cspitsl thst hses occurred in the past principally
',becanse of the inadequate preliminery exemination of the areas
within which the sites of boreholes hseve been selected more or less
'arbitrarily. By a complete revision or tbe pre—existing legislation
provision has now been made for the ucquisition of titles over large
areas in the ﬁret pleee and progressively smaller ereas ee the work
of initial investigation by competent men proceeds. : Unfortunetely
the’ continuance of the war has militated against the conduct of
iprospecting operations by those interests which sre experienced in
this kind of exploratox-y work and are slso possessed of the resources
'necessary for the prosecution oi‘ the search. The GoVernmont has,
howeVer-, by plecing thie legishation on the statute books», remnoved
,one serions obstacle to the introduction of cap it@l, and 1t is known
"that major interests are preoared to work energetieelly under Acts
.that sre similar to that which is now in force in South Australia.

- 9me Amending Mining Act of 1941 is concemed entirely with
’the restoration of the -ma jor pert of the Act of 1931 which was
paesed originally for a period of five years and ceased to have
‘errect ‘on 30th June 1936. This legislation ie concet-ned with the
control of entry won private lands beneath which the minerels have
been 8liensated from thei}rown, and the time limit nreiriously imposed
‘has been dropped. “The unworksble legislation desling with mining
on private pron erty has been repeeled and the procedure now necesssary
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to scquire titles 1s simplified, while dus provision hss been made
for ~protecting the interests of ‘the private lsndholders. The
experience @med during the five years' currency of the Act when

1t was firet brought 1nto force ahowed that there was a demand for
auoh legialation and that no hardshlp Waa caused by 1ta operation.
.In the post-war period, when many returned aoldiera will certainly

_ take up the search for mlnerals, it is anticipated that the value«of
this legislation will be realized even more fully than it is today.

Regulations were gazetted under the hinlng Act to protect
‘the interests of 1esseea and claimholders who, through the deficiency
-of available mnpower resulting I‘rom the war, might be 1n danger of
having their holhings forfeited for non—comp-lianoe with the labour
covenants; : These provisions, which were first brought into force
in South Australia, have since been introduced 1nto the legislation

of other parts of the Cormnonwealth.

P

A detailed geological study of the copper ﬁelda of the
State has been’ made and the reaulte of much of this work hsve been

published already. A rurther reporte have been prepared dealing with

~other. fielda sud these are almost ‘ready for’ publicatlon.

| L Baaed on these investigationa, and. also won geOphyeical

a.surveys carried out by the Comnomvealth at the request of the

Government, illing Operations are being carried on continuoualy

in the Wallaroo and Moonta diatricta.

‘_ A detailed atudy haa heen made of the Leigh Creek coel
_field, ‘and a very large number of boreholes has been drilled., BMuch
mformation has been obtained and published to ahow the mode of

occurrence, the compoaition and the caloriﬁo value of the coal.

Close attention has been given to the principsl deposits

‘of phosphate rock occurring in South Australis; end, although it has
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been found thet the smount of high-grade rock suitsble for menufacture
into sup‘expnosphate is 1imited, 1t 15 now definitely known that

there is available a very large tonnage ‘of lower-grade material
suitable for application to the lend -wheh finely ground either by
.itself or mixed with an equal quautity of superphosphate._. Tnis
,mixture, when uaed.ln regions hsving an annual ra;nfall of oner 20
1n¢nes,'ceh do maeh»ta'elleriate the present shortage of.nhoaphatic
'fErtilizer required for the dreseing of paatures, and the nixture is
~~be1ng offered for aale at -a price correapondlng to 1ta agricultural

'value.'

" The Department of ldines has been’ strengthened by the
gppointment of an additional geologlst WbOlhBS had extenelve mining
e;perience..- This officerhas carried out much of the work connected
‘wiﬁn'tne exeminstion end sampling of the phOSphate rock occdrrences,
’ and is now engaged upon a aimilar etudy of the utate a reaourcea of
“'talc, which ia 1n great demand for uaa in munition making and .
industry generally. . He haa carried out wor& on graphite alao, the

',need for this mineral being stressed by wartime demands.
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