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A t t e n t i o n has been r e d i r e c t e d to t h e l o c a l i t y nea r 

E . Area Dam a t which t i n ore was found in 1900 nea r the sou the rn 

margin of a l a k e , the s u r f a c e of which i s dry h u t "beneath which 

abundant s a l t water i s s t r u c k a t a dep th of 2 f e e t . P r ev ious 

a t t emp t s to work t h i s p l a c e have no t been s u c c e s s f u l , and t h e r e 

i s no r ecorded commercial p r o d u c t i o n . The d i f f i c u l t y i n 

p r o s p e c t i n g t h e lode system has been t h a t concerned wi th the 

d i s p o s a l of the s a l i n e w a t e r . The few shal low openings made a re 

now i n a c c e s s i b l e through f l o o d i n g . To enable the lode m a t t e r 

t o beexamined and sampled, and the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of p r o f i t a b l e 

mining a s se s sed i t w i l l be nece s sa ry to d r a i n t h e openings and 

pump the water over low sand dunes margina l to the l ake bed f o r a 

d i s t a n c e of about 1600 f e e t i n t o a n a t u r a l d e p r e s s i o n . When 

e a r l i e r a t t emp t s were made to work the d e p o s i t t h e r e i s no doubt 

b u t t h a t this water removed from the excava t ions r e t u r n e d to them, 

and consequent ly no m a t e r i a l p r o g r e s s was made. 

I t i s n o t p o s s i b l e to make any m a t e r i a l a d d i t i o n to 

the r e p o r t of Mr. H.Y.L. Brown, dated J anua ry , 1901, i n which i t 

was s t a t e d t h a t t i n £ ore occurs i n decomposed g r a n i t e and i n 

payable q u a n t i t y over a width of h f e e t . A l a t e r r e p o r t , a l s o by 

- Mr...... H.Y.L. Bnami and da ted Feb r u a ry , 1902, mentions the need f o r 

pumping machinery to p r o s p e c t the a r e a and s t a t e s t h a t a s h a f t 

had been sunk to a depth of 5U f e e t b u t t h a t water p reven ted any 

f u r t h e r e x p l o r a t i o n . 

An a t t empt was made to reopen the workings by a 

p r o s p e c t o r i n 1917, b u t aga in the water problem proved i n s o l u b l e 

wi th t h e means a t h i s d i s p o s a l . 

Recen t ly Mr. J . F . Heylen S e n r . , has pu t forward a 
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proposa l to work the d e p o s i t and has a p p l i e d f o r p l a n t to pump 

the water out of t h e old workings and to t r e a t the ore by 

s l u i c i n g . He does no t y e t seem t o under s t and t h a t the 

h y d r a u l i c k i n g methods t h a t a r e a p p l i c a b l e t o a l l u v i a l d e p o s i t s 

c a r r y i n g t i n ore a r e not a p p l i c a b l e t o compact lode m a t t e r which 

r e q u i r e s c rush ing i n order to f r e e the t i n ore from the m a t r i x i n 

which i t occu r s . 

Mr. Heylen has t r e a t e d , by s l u i c i n g and panning , a few 

tons of the m a t e r i a l dumped round the old s h a f t and the rock 

u n d e r l y i n g t h e dump, and the c o n c e n t r a t e s ob ta ined i n t h i s way 

have shown h igh a s say v a l u e s . 

The Chief I n s p e c t o r of Mines has r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d t h e 

l o c a l i t y tw ice , and has found t h a t the dump a t t h e o ld s h a f t 

c a r r i e s about 0.25% of t i n , and t h a t a sample of 5 cwt . t aken 

from the decomposed rock u n d e r l y i n g the dump c a r r i e d 0.2J[% of t i n . 

A c o n c e n t r a t e ob t a ined by s l u i c i n g fo l lowed by panning t h e l a t t e r 

sample gave an a s say r e t u r n of 61.5% of t i n . The r ecove ry of 

t i n from the lode ma t t e r i n t h i s t e s t was bO/o. The r e s u l t s of 

t h i s smal l t e s t i n d i c a t e t h a t 732 tons of ore would be r e q u i r e d 

to produce 1 ton of c o n c e n t r a t e of the grade ment ioned. At t h e 

present; , p r i c e of t i n the crude ore a t t he mine would c o n t a i n only 

5 s . worth of r e c o v e r a b l e t i n , i f a l l the ore i s of the grade of 

the sample t e s t e d . When as says a r e made of c o n c e n t r a t e s ob ta ined 

by panning , t he r e s u l t s must always be r e c a l c u l a t e d to the 

p r o p o r t i o n p r e s e n t i n the crude m a t e r i a l whence t he se concen-

t r a t e s a r e d e r i v e d . Otherwise a wrong impress ion may be g iven 

of the grade of the crude ore on which p roduc t i on depends . 

The t r u s t e e s a d m i n i s t e r i n g t h i s fund f o r a s s i s t i n g 

m e t a l l i f e r o u s mining a r e aware of the demand f o r t i n i n A u s t r a l i a 

a t the p r e s e n t t ime and have approved of the t r a n s f e r of some 

p l a n t ffom Glen lo th to Earea Dam. Mr. Heylen has been advised 

a l s o t h a t he can o b t a i n f u r t h e r i tems of p l a n t on a h i r e b a s i s , i f 

he i s p repared to unwater the mine and pump the water to a 

s u f f i c i e n t l y d i s t a n t p l a c e to p r e v e n t i t s immediate r e t u r n to the 
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e x c a v a t i o n s . He has "been informed t h a t a f u r t h e r i n s p e c t i o n of 

the p l a c e w i l l "be made when the unwater ing has been done and t h a t 

t h e f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n of p r o v i d i n g p l a n t f o r d e a l i n g wi th the ore 

can then be examined. At the p r e s e n t time i t i s n o t known 

whether the i n s t a l l a t i o n of any such p l a n t on the mine i s 

j u s t i f i e d . 

A s s i s t a n c e i s a v a i l a b l e f o r any t i n - m i n i n g p r o p o s i t i o n 

t h a t p o s s e s s e s e f f i c i e n t m e r i t under the terms agreed to j o i n t l y 

by the Commonwealth and S t a t e Governments, as s e t out i n the 

f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t : 

( a ) No advance w i l l be g r a n t e d u n l e s s i t i s recommended by 

an o f f i c e r of t h e Department of Mines. 

(b) A l l advances g r ah t ed a r e to be cons ide red in r e l a t i o n 

to the i n c r e a s e d employment t h a t may r e s u l t from 

t h e i r a l l o c a t i o n . 

( c ) The r e c i p i e n t of any advance must p rov ide an amount 

equal to the sum a l l o c a t e d from the f u n d , e i t h e r i n 

the form of working c a p i t a l or i t s e q u i v a l e n t i n 

l a b o u r . 

(d) A l l advances a r e t o be r ega rded as l o a n s , f o r t he 

repayment of which p r o v i s i o n must be made and 

c o l l a t e r a l s e c u r i t y f o r which must be g iven i s 

a v a i l a b l e . 

(e ) So f a r as i s p r a c t i c a b l e the advances w i l l be made only 

f o r developmental work t h a t i s s p e c i f i e d i n d e t a i l , 

and payments w i l l be made f o r work a c t u a l l y 

accomplished a f t e r measurement by an o f f i c e r of t h e 

Department of Mines. 

A l l a p p l i c a n t s f o r advances must s i g n i f y t h e i r accep-

tance of t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s . 

Mr. H e y l e n ' s a t t e n t i o n has been drawn more than once 

to t h e need f o r some f i n a n c i a l backing to enable him to mine t i n 

ore a t . E a r e a Dam, b u t h i s r e p l i e s t o e n q u i r i e s on t h i s s u b j e c t 
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a r e vague and u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . He does not know any th ing about 

t i n -min ing and informed me on the occas ion of a r e c e n t v i s i t t o 

Adela ide t h a t he had had no exper ience a t a l l i n d e a l i n g wi th t i n , 

as has been q u i t e apparen t from h i s p r o p o s a l s . I f any success i s 

to be made out of t i n -min ing a t Earea Dam i t would appear t h a t 

o p e r a t i o n s must be p l aced i n the hands of an exper ienced man. 

August , ^9k2 
L.K. WARD 

DIRECTOR OF MINES 
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